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Logistical preparation for the Mission and Year Two
Introduction to the Israel.cleveland.next (icnext) Cleveland Mission
June 19-29, 2016

Israel Mission Itinerary

During your 10 days in Israel, you will explore half the length and all the breadth of Modern Israel. You
will come to know the topography and the history of this fascinating land. In the course of exploring its
centrality to Judaism and Jewish History, you will also consider the issues that confront Israel in the start
of the 21st century and meet some of the people who make up the mosaic of life in Israel today.

The goals of this mission are to learn cultural, demographic and geographic facts, along with security
challenges that face Israel. We will work on sharpening your Israel content knowledge skills, and using
this acquired knowledge as a resource for engagement activities on behalf of Israel with other teens.

The itinerary is driven by the desire to see and experience as much as possible in the short time you have
in Israel. The mission staff will be available to you to help make this an enjoyable, as well as a
meaningful and insightful experience.

The Israel content knowledge approach for the icnext Cleveland Israel Mission:

1. Geo-political knowledge: Experience and learn the demographic, historic, and geographic
facts, along with Israeli security challenges.

2. Culture knowledge: Experience the Israeli narrative (culture, the mosaic of Israeli people).
The theme of the 2016 mission is “Food”

3. Mifgash: intimate (gathering, meetings) with Israeli teens at the Beit Shean/Emek
Hamayanot Cleveland partnership.

icnext Cleveland - Written Expectations
True to the mission of the icnext program, in Israel you will be expected to:
e Listen to speakers and take brief notes about the most important points.

e When possible, pose carefully worded questions to interview speakers. Ask
yourself and the speakers, ‘What is the relevance of this experience for
Israel engagement?’

¢ Interview other Israelis whom you may meet.

e WRITE about the above in blog entries, newspaper articles, and Facebook observations.

e What you write will also be the basis of the magazine project to be completed during your
second year. No one is exempt from these assignments.

e Remember, we use WRITING in this program for a reason; writing clearly and persuasively is the
desired end result after you listen, ask, observe and gather your thoughts. Sharpening these
skills will serve you well in Israel, in college, and in life!

israel.cleveland.next is a project of the Jewish Federation of Cleveland, administered through @Akiva



icnext Cleveland - Conducting an Interview

e  Your first job is doing your homework about the person(s) you are interviewing. Learn a little
about the group or denomination to which they belong. Consult your Sourcebook for advance
reading, and write down some questions prior to your interview. Next, put them at ease by
beginning with non- confrontational, non-threatening questions such as "Tell me something
about yourself. Where were you born? Where did you grow up? What are your favorite
memories growing up?"

e After you have gone through a few “softball” questions, you can begin with more in-depth
questions. For example, you might ask an Ethiopian Jew whether or not he or she has ever
experienced discrimination. If you get a one-word answer, DO NOT STOP THERE-ask a follow-
up question.

« If the interviewee says he or she did not experience discrimination, give an example that person
might not have thought of like: Did you ever feel you lost out on a job, or an apartment you
wanted to rent, because of your skin color? Did anyone ever call you a slang name or not
invite you to join a sports team or a party because of your color?

* Ask the person if he (or she) could change one thing about the way he is looked at or treated,
what would it be? Again, if you get a brief answer, ASK FOR MORE SPECIFICS!

« Always appear interested and engaged in your interviewee’s answers. Nothing stifles open
responses more than someone who seems bored or is just asking questions by rote! Listen
carefully to answers given as these may suggest/lead to questions you hadn’t thought of
before.

¢ Finally, NEVER rely on your memory for the answers to questions you’ve asked. Always have a
notebook and pen ready or some kind of tablet or recorder to get the answers down in the
interviewee’s own words!

e Get the CORRECT SPELLING of that person’s name!

III

icnext Cleveland — Visual Storytelling Expectations

Your camera is your second tool to document your experience. Please use it as much
as possible in a sensitive and thoughtful way:
¢ Document the most important experiences.
¢ Place situation background clues in each picture. This will add to a
better visual storytelling image.

e Remember that next year's icnext exhibit will document the theme of
“Food”. This exhibit will be based on you taking high quality images.

* Please download your images to a portable hard drive (the mission staff will have it handy every
day).

e Posing a human subject:
* Posture — should match the theme of the image.

* Watch the small details such as hand positioning, how the subject is holding their body and
“stray hairs”, etc.

* Natural expression — it’s better to get your subject to express a real emotion rather than to
‘fake it’ — get them laughing rather than asking them to just smile.

israel.cleveland.next is a project of the Jewish Federation of Cleveland, administered through @Akiva



- - PROMOTING JEWISH IDENTITY AMONG CLEVELAND'S TEENS -

e landscape tips:
* Stabilize your camera! Lean against something, set your camera on a surface.

* Consider the sky. If the clouds are interesting, let them be a major part of the image. If the
sky is dull, only let it occupy a small part of the image. (A third even?)

* Interesting foreground. When you find an interesting landscape, make it more interesting by
putting something visual in the foreground.

* Subject. One of the more difficult things about landscape photography is clearly defining
your subject. Use composition rules to make it clear what the subject of your photo is.

Specific Assignments
1. Each day two or more icnext fellows will be in charge of posting to the icnext Cleveland blog.
2.Students are expected to take many pictures that document their Israeli food experiences:
a. With your Beit Shean/Haemek Hamayanot host family
b. During other mission’s food related opportunities.
3. Each students will have to submit a narrative with their pictures

4. Carry a notebook, paper and camera to write down any memorable quotes or important lessons
or facts learned that day. Each quote or fact learned must be accompanied by the name and
identifying credential of the person making the statement.

We will then share these quotes and observations in our daily Reflection sessions.

israel.cleveland.next is a project of the Jewish Federation of Cleveland, administered through @Akiva
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— PROMOTING JEWISH IDENTITY AMONG CLEVELAND'S TEENS

Photographic and written assignments

Magazine assignment — All members of icnext Cohort 4 will submit an article for the icnext magazine
based on the blogging assignments below. Specific focus for the blog will be determined through
discussion with Tina Keller and Amnon Ophir.

(by 6/17) - Pre mission
e Explanation, expectation of our mission to explore the mission theme: “Food” - Zachary N.,
Sammi R.
Sunday, 6/19
e Photographers for the Day - Shai P., Noa |.
e Airport Discussion Leaders —Zachary N, Sam G, Allison C., Shira O. and Jonah Ro.
e Writers for the Day
0 Airport Discussion — Gabrielle S., Hannah C.
Monday, 6/20
e Photographers for the Day - Shai P., Noa |.
e Writers for the Day
0 lIsraeli update with Guy Ben Port — Arielle S.
Tuesday, 6/21
® Photographers of the Day - Caleb S., Jonah Ru.
e Before Jerusalem Discussion Leaders - Jonah Ru. Arielle S.
e Writers for the Day
0 Opening with Yam Frish — Roz M.
0 Tour of Sderot - Rachel P, Jonah Ro.
0 Kibbutz Erez — Ellie S.
0 Kazablan - Lilli R.
Wednesday, 6/22
e Photographers of the Day - Adam M., Leah M.
e Writers for the Day
0 “lews on the Holy Basin” tour with Yaron Ovadia
—Jessica L.
0 Leadership Workshop - Sarah B., Erica K.
0 The separation wall, East Jerusalem tour - Sam G.
0 Ice Cream/Popsicle Tasting - Allison C., Jonah Ru.,
Dalia S. (Triptych)
0 Other Narrative - David G.
Thursday, 6/23
® Photographers of the Day - Hannah K., Arielle S.
e Writers for the Day
0 Vadim Blumin — Shira O., Adam M.
0 Israel Museum - Sam G.
0 The Gilboa - Caleb S.
0 Master Chef - Noa |., Leah M.

%gur 1
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0 Beit Shean Night tour - Sammi R.

Friday, 6/24
® Photographers of the Day - Allison C., Erica K.
® \Writers for the Day
O Eden Farm —Zachary N.
0 Documenting the family Shabbat Food Prep — Hannah K., Allison C., Shira O., Shai P,
Dalia S. (Triptych)
Shabbat (Saturday), 6/25
® After Shabbat Discussion Leaders - Sammi R. Erica K.
® \Writers for the Day
0 The Shabbat Experience — Hannah C., Lilli R., Gabriella S. (Triptych)
Sunday, 6/26
® Photographers of the Day -Jessica L. Shira O.
e Writers for the Day
0 Atour of the Golan Heights with Sarit Zehavi — David Gold., Sam G.
O Avisit to the Elite Chocolate factory — Sarah B..
0 The Jewish Kurdish Heritage Center - Erica K. (Triptych)
Monday, 6/27
® Photographers of the Day -Rachel P., Jonah Ro., Ellie S.
e Writers for the Day
0 Avisit to the Strauss Dairy factory - Leah M.

0 Atour of the Lebanese Border with Sarit Zehavi - Noa |., Jonah Ru.

0 Jesar A-Zarka — Jessica L., Ellie S., Caleb S.
0 Concert - Arielle S.
Tuesday, 6/28
® Photographers of the Day -Sarah B., Hannah C.
e \Writers for the Day
0 reviews of Coffee Houses - Roz M., Hannah K., Adam M., Arielle S., Dalia S. (Triptych)

o David Tartakover exhibit at the Tel Aviv Museum — Rachel P.
0 Carmel market stands photography workshop - Allison C., Zachary N. Gabrielle S
(Triptych)
o0 Israeli Air Force’s Aviation Academy Graduation Ceremony - Jessica L., Shira O.
Wednesday, 6/29
e Photographers of the Day -Sammi R., Dalia S.
e Writers for the Day
o0 Yad VaShem- David G.

0 “The End is the Beginning” workshop—Jonah Ro.
0 Machane Yehuda tour - Shai P, Lilli R. (Triptych)

Post mission (by Friday 7/1)
e Mission Reflection - Roz M., Sammi R.

israel.cleveland.next is a project of the Jewish Federation of Cleveland, administered through @Akiva
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icnext Cohort 4 — Year 2 Brit

All members of Cohort 4 are responsible for at least 5 things during their second year:

Submitting article/s to the icnext Magazine

Submitting image/s to the second year “the Food” Exhibit
Participating in the Year 2 meetings

Participating in the Year 2 Engagement Projects
Participating in iDay

ahoON=

icnext 4 Second year Engagement Projects

Magazine Photo Exhibit Advocacy Workshop Culture Workshop
David Gold Allison Cohen (CE) | Sarah Borow (USY) Hannah Cutrona (NFTY)
Jessica Linden Adam Marcus Zachary Nosanchuk Sam Greene (Fuchs)
Roz Madorsky Shira Ophir (NFTY) Noa Immerman (USY)
Zachary Nosanchuk Shai Paz Rachel Podl Erica Kahn (HB)
(CE) Caleb Segar Jonah Ross (USY) Hannah Kornblut
Arielle Sternberg Sam Rose Lillian Rothschild Leah Marek (TTTI)
Gabrielle Sudilovsky Jonah Rubanenko (HB)

Ellie Shafron (Park)

Dalia Socher (Fuchs)

Year 2 Meeting dates:

1. Sunday, August 28 — Second year prep workshop 01

2.Sunday, September 11 — Second year prep workshop 02
3.Sunday, September 25 — Second year prep workshop 03

4. Sunday, October 30 — Second year prep workshop 04

5.Sunday, November 20 - juniors/seniors.go.to.college mission 05
6.Sunday, February 26 or March 5 Second year prep workshop 06

israel.cleveland.next is a project of the Jewish Federation of Cleveland, administered through @Akiva
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— PROMOTING JEWISH IDENTITY AMONG CLEVELAND'S TEENS

Prior to our Israel Mission, please finish

...please finish reading the following articles:
1. A Window Into the West Bank’s ‘Wildest, Most Violent’ Areas By James Glanzmay (NY Times).
2. In Israel, a new generation of ultra-Orthodox Jews seek integration by aron Heller (Times of Israel).
3. Israeli Arabs.
4. Getting to know Avigdor Liberman, Bibi’s enigmatic pick for defense minister by Ron Kampeas.
5. Executive summary of The Shoresh Handbook on Israel’s society and economy 2015 By Dan Ben-
David.
6. Knowledge is Power (KIP) - Does Israel want peace or is it a warmonger? Israel's relations with its
neighbors and the Palestinians by Sarit Zehavi.
7. Blair talks up prospects of Israel-Sunni normalization by JTA and Times of Israel Staff.
8. Knowledge is Power (KIP) - The Real Reason for Chaos in the Middle East by Sarit Zehavi.
9. Knowledge is Power (KIP) - Jerusalem by Sarit Zehavi.
10.Jerusalem: Heart of Our Heart By Elie Wiesel.
11.The fact is and always will be that this city is holy to everyone - such is its blessing and its curse By
Yossi Sarid.
While reading the articles write one or two sentences summarizing the subject matter. Bring these brief

summaries on our trip - we will be discussing them before our departure from JFK.

...please finish viewing the following:
1. Jerusalem U - Media 101
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/0By01J5VcVoboMFBWejF2VW9fSG8
2. Jiser Az Zarka

https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=14&v=Xp-sLAHfQgk

While watching the films write one or two sentences for each film summarizing the subject matter. Bring

these brief summaries to Israel where we will be either talking with the filmmaker or visiting the places

profiled in the film. They will be good "refreshers" for discussions on the trip.
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Israel Inward

A Window Into the West Bank’s ‘Wildest, Most Violent’ Areas By James Glanzmay (NY Times)
Hanamel Dorfman, 21, beside the rubble of a house that was demolished this month by the Israeli
authorities in Yishuv Hadaat, a Jewish settlement outpost in the West Bank.

YISHUV HADAAT, West Bank — With shoulder-length hair
tumbling from beneath his knit skullcap, Hanamel
Dorfman, a radical young Israeli settler, explains matter-
of-factly on camera how hilltop settlement outposts like
his own will continue to proliferate across the West Bank.
From there, he says bluntly, Israelis will cross the Jordan
River and start building on the other side.

Reminded that beyond the river there is another
sovereign nation, Jordan, Mr. Dorfman says with an
unwavering gaze, “Everything is temporary.”

The stunning statement comes in one of the final scenes
of “The Settlers,” a documentary by an Israeli-American
filmmaker, Shimon Dotan, that opens a rare window into the reclusive and politically explosive “hilltop
youth” movement.

The film, which had its premiere at the Sundance Film Festival in January and was shown for the first
time in Israel on Monday evening, suggests that the fringe group of religious hippies is underestimated in
its ability to influence Israeli politics and thwart any possibility of peace with thePalestinians.

Mr. Dotan was born in Romania, immigrated to Israel as a boy and moved to New York in 1995. He
introduced me to Mr. Dorfman and other settlers during a recent visit to Yishuv Hadaat, which is little
more than a collection of mobile homes, a ramshackle synagogue and some playground equipment on
the crest of a hill. We also went to the nearby outpost Esh Kodesh — the name means “Holy Fire” —
where several residents welcomed us into their synagogue, but one chased our group down in a golf cart
and expressed strong unhappiness about our arriving without asking their permission.

Mr. Dorfman, now 21, told me that Israel’s government was illegitimate because it did not rule based on
the laws of the Torah. “It stays in its place in a pathetic attempt at survival,” he said. Mr. Dorfman said he
had been arrested numerous times, but not for any major attacks on

Palestinians. Still, his ideology echoes a manifesto of a new group of extremist Jewish settler youth that
Israeli security officials revealed last year.

Mr. Dotan’s film chronicles the germination of the early settler movement after Israel captured the West
Bank from Jordan in 1967, including the ideas and religious zeal that fueled it, and explores its latest
extreme element: the hilltop youth.
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They are but a tiny fraction of the more than 400,000 Israeli Jews living in the occupied West Bank, but
the object of mounting concern as they are blamed for extreme violence there, like the arson last
summer that killed a toddler and his parents in the village of Duma.

“The Settlers” is one of the first close-up views of the motives and personalities in a group that rarely
opens up to outsiders. Though mainstream settler leaders denounce violence and try to distance
themselves from the radical youth in the hills, Mr. Dotan sees the hilltop dwellers as a natural outgrowth
of the original movement.

“Those who push it forward today are the hilltop youth,” he said. “And it seems to me a very dangerous
direction.”

Often depicted as uneducated hooligans, the youth in the film come off as raw but canny — an American
like me might call them street smart — using acts of defiance and violence to achieve their aims. There is
also an aura of romance: Mr. Dorfman, with his long sidelocks, wispy beard and rimless glasses, seems
more like a hard-eyed John Lennon than a backwoods militant.

At one point in the film, a settler with a guitar sings Bob Marley’s “No Woman No Cry” in a mixture of
English and Hebrew while sitting at a fire. But there are also expressions of virulent racism, a glorification
of violence and a desire to replace the modern state of Israel with a full-scale biblical kingdom that
would extend as far as Iraq.

In one scene at Esh Kodesh, Pinhasi Bar-On, 25, speaks playfully with several young children about his
legal troubles, asking them if they will come along on his escapades when they get older.

“What will you do with me?” Mr. Bar-On asks, as if teaching a preschool class.

“Beat up Arabs,” one child says.

“Yes,” Mr. Bar-On says approvingly.

Mr. Dotan, 66, whose previous films include a feature based on a David Grossman novel (“The Smile of

the Lamb,” 1986) and a documentary shot inside Israeli prisons (“Hot House,” 2007), said he had decided
to explore the settlements because he views them as a threat to Israel from within.

Living abroad for decades had intensified his Zionism as he saw the Jewish state through expatriate eyes.

“If before that | had a very strong conviction that the state of Israel is probably the most meaningful
thing to Jews all over the world,” he explained, “it became absolutely clear to me after spending time out
of Israel.”

He said that he had interviewed more than 100 people across the West Bank and Israel for the film and
that it had taken months to get access to the more radical outposts, where he tried to let the youth tell
their story in their own words.

12
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“Their world is farther away from my world than any other individual’s in the film,” he said. “With those
guys, | feel completely disconnected. They do justify the killing and murder of non-Jews, period.”

As a storyteller, he added, “this gap that | felt probably attracted me to them more than to others.”

Yossi Klein Halevi, who studied the early settlers for his 2013 book, “Like Dreamers,” agreed with Mr.
Dotan that the hilltop youth “have a significance far beyond their numbers.” Mr. Halevi, a senior fellow at
the Shalom Hartman Institute, an educational center in Jerusalem, said the youth had “a strange mix
between far-right and a hippie sensibility.” He said the mainstream “settler movement is terrified of
these kids — it doesn’t know how to control them.”

Israeli officials estimate that a few dozen hilltop youth are responsible for the most violent acts on the
West Bank. But Dror Etkes, who runs Kerem Navot, a human rights organization that opposes the Israeli
occupation of the West Bank, said that there were about 100 far-flung outposts in the West Bank, with
“many hundreds” of residents, and that large numbers of them participate in arson and vandalism of
mosques, churches and olive groves.

Outposts like Esh Kodesh and Yishuv Hadaat that dot the hills above the settlement of Shilo, where Mr.
Dotan filmed many of his hilltop scenes, are some “of the wildest, most violent areas of the West Bank,”
Mr. Etkes said.

Mr. Bar-On’s views are so extreme that the residents of Esh Kodesh asked him to leave the outpost in
February 2014. He was still living there during most of the filming of “The Settlers,” in which he openly
admitted, “I’m a racist.”

“Arabs don’t belong in our country,” he said on camera. “Every morning | recite the prayer: Thank you,
God, for not creating me a gentile. I'm a racist. I'll stop for a Jewish hitchhiker and not an Arab because
I’'m a racist.”

Israeli security forces have recently moved to arrest the most violent elements of the hilltop youth, but
several scenes in the movie suggest that the military is sometimes either confused by the fanaticism of
the youth or, perhaps, not inclined to intervene.

Mr. Dotan said that at one point, his film crew was attacked and its equipment stolen, while Israeli
soldiers stood by. (He said that he had lodged a criminal complaint, but that the police later informed
him that it had been dismissed for lack of evidence.)

Mr. Dorfman seemed nervous as he showed us around Yishuv Hadaat, which is home to about 10
families.

He said his skullcap was hand-knit by his mother, who he said lives in a settlement close to Jerusalem. He
wore black cargo pants emblazoned with a stylized image of Meir Kahane, the extremist rabbi who was
murdered, captioned, “God will avenge his blood.”
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Another settler profiled in Mr. Dotan’s film is Matti Blumberg, who lived in Esh Kodesh at the time and
appears on screen harassing Palestinian farmers as they try to care for their fields and olive groves near
the outpost.

“Maybe one day we’ll tend to these trees,” Ms. Blumberg says.
Mr. Dotan asks, Who determined that this land is yours?

“For starters, God did,” she replies. “It says so explicitly in the Bible. It says, ‘All the land which thou
seest.””

In Israel, a new generation of ultra-Orthodox Jews seek integration by Aron Heller
(Times of Israel)

Young Haredim increasingly want to have it all: a
religious lifestyle and community, together with the
benefits of modernity and work

A quiet revolution is arising inside the insular world
of Israel’s ultra-Orthodox Jewish community —
chipping away at the ghetto walls its leaders have
erected to protect against what they see as the
dangers of secularism. More and more, young ultra-
Orthodox insist they can continue to lead pious lives
while also embracing technology, the modern
workplace and their fellow Israelis. Experts have long warned that Israel faces long-term economic ruin if
its fastest growing sector, known as the Haredim, continues to reject the mainstream education system,
enjoy sweeping military draft exemptions, raise large families on taxpayer-funded handouts and devote
themselves almost entirely to their cloistered world of scripture and study. The current call for reform,
however, is coming from within a community long resistant to outside pressures to change. Some are
leaving ultra-Orthodoxy entirely — one in 10 is moving on to more moderate Judaism or secular life. But
others like Avigdor Rabinovitch, a single, 25-year-old political science student at The Open University, are
building a grassroots movement that strives to transcend a life of poverty and isolation, and to redefine
what it means to be an ultra-Orthodox Jew in Israel. “It’s a new identity that | call ‘Israeli Haredim,"” said
Rabinovitch, who organizes events for likeminded reformers. “We’re not trying to be like anyone else.
We want to be ourselves but to open up to new worlds as well. We want to be involved and not just
watch from the side.” After generations have shunned military service, more young Haredim are looking
to improve their future job prospects by joining combat and intelligence units that have been set up for
them. According to the military, some 2,300 enlisted during the last draft year, up from 288 in 2007. Far
more are enrolling in higher education as well. Where only a third of Haredi males had jobs as recently
as 2003, the employment rate for Haredi males has now passed the 50 percent mark, according to Gilad
Malach, a researcher from the Israel Democracy Institute who specializes in the community. Haredi
women have traditionally been the primary breadwinners, and their employment rates are close to 75
percent, he said. “I think it is a historic change,” Malach said. “In the past, in times of crisis, the Haredi
world would deal by closing ranks and tightening the ghetto. But they realize that this just doesn’t work
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anymore — socially, culturally and financially.” The Haredim — Hebrew for “those who fear God” —
make up about 8 percent of Israel’s 8.5 million residents.

Many rabbis fear immersion in mainstream society will expose them to secularism and cut into the
prayer and study. Leaders speak proudly of centuries-old traditions of learning that they believe have
allowed the Jewish people to survive the Spanish Inquisition, European pogroms, the Holocaust and
other tragedies. Study in Yeshiva seminaries, they say, is no less important than military strength in
protecting the country from modern threats and no less valuable than advanced academic degrees. For
decades, a string of secular-led Israeli governments have maintained the status quo, either because of
their dependence on ultra-Orthodox political kingmakers or out of fear of an angry backlash from a
sector that hasn’t hesitated to block roads, clash with police or send tens of thousands of activists into
the streets when ordered by their rabbis. Efforts to force them into the army and workplace have
generally failed. Menachem Eliezer Moses, a Haredi lawmaker, said that, as individuals, ultra-Orthodox
men can appeal to their rabbis for approval for military service, university studies and greater
integration. But citing an ancient proverb, he said that as a rule religious study will always take
precedence. “Studying Torah is a goal unto itself,” he said. “You take an 18-year-old boy who has yet to
fill himself with knowledge and transfer him to another entity — that is a problem.” But reform
advocates say such extreme exclusion is a relatively new phenomenon that has only taken hold in Israel,
harming the community and pushing observant Jews away. Their brethren in the diaspora typically work
for a living and do commerce with non-Jews. “According to tradition, the ultra-Orthodox worked and we
need to get back to that,” said Moshe Friedman, a co-founder of KamaTech, a nonprofit that focuses on
Haredi integration into Israel’s booming high-tech industry. “The grassroots movement is ahead of the
politicians on this but they will slowly catch up.” High-tech is one of the areas where Haredim have
thrived most. Their intense, methodical study of ancient religious texts has proven oddly applicable to
computer programming. Friedman, 37, has fielded more than 5,000 Haredi requests for assistance and
he’s helped launch more than 220 Haredi-led startups. He comes from a long line of distinguished rabbis
and was educated in the community’s most prestigious yeshivas. While some in his circle have been
baffled by his career path, he said his lineage and the fact he has maintained a strict Haredi lifestyle has
given his cause credibility. “They know | am not out to destroy the Haredi world but to help it by
providing people employment,” Friedman said. “The main challenge is proving that you can do this and
stay Haredi. If we can show that someone can go work at Google and stay Haredi, others will come.”
According to a recent survey of Israeli society, large gaps remain between the priorities of the ultra-
Orthodox and others. The Pew Research Center found Haredim to be far less likely than others to value
career goals. Some 68 percent of Haredim said

being successful in a high-paying career was important to them, compared to roughly 90 percent of all
other groups. Employment, though, is a far easier sell than military service or education reform. Draft
exemptions go back to Israel’s establishment in 1948, when the government allowed several hundred
gifted students to pursue exclusive religious studies to help rebuild great schools of Jewish learning
destroyed in the Holocaust. As ultra-Orthodox parties became power brokers, the numbers mounted,
with thousands of young religious men evading the draft to pursue seminary studies while most other
Jewish men are conscripted for three years of mandatory service. The exemptions have caused
widespread resentment toward the ultra-Orthodox. Those who have joined still often face harassment,
derision and insults from their own community. The current government has rolled back legislation that
aimed to gradually incorporate the ultra-Orthodox into the military. Many see education reform as the
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toughest hurdle. Because of their high birth rates, more than a quarter of all Israeli first-graders are
Haredim who study in independent school systems that focus primarily on religion while barely teaching
math, science or English. The result: Graduates go on to shun the work world and collect welfare to help
raise large families in poverty. Betzalel Cohen is the Haredi principal of Jerusalem’s “Chachme Lev,” one
of just a handful of new “Yeshiva high schools” that combine religious study with a secular education
that prepares students for the nationwide matriculation exams. He said not all Haredi youths will grow
up to become rabbinic prodigies and the high percentage of dropouts from traditional Yeshivas requires
the community to find a proper framework that prepares them for life and the workforce. “It’s like
sending everyone to medical school and saying all we need is doctors. All you will get is too many
mediocre doctors and not enough jobs for them,” he said. “I really think the future of the Haredi
community depends on what we are doing ... I'm the biggest threat to the establishment because | am
saying ‘the emperor has no clothes’ and I’'m offering an alternative.”

Israeli Arab

Israeli Arabs Ethnic and religious groupings
In 2006, the official number of Arab residents in Israel
(including East Jerusalem permanent residents many of
whom are not citizens) was 1,413,500, about 20% of
Israel’s population. According to the Israel Central
Bureau of Statistics (May 2003), Muslims, including
Bedouins, make up 82% of the entire Arab population in
Israel, with around 9% Druze and 9% Christians.

The national language and mother tongue of Arab
citizens, including the Druze, is Arabic, and the colloquial spoken language is of the Palestinian Arabic
dialect. Knowledge and command of Modern Standard Arabic varies.

Muslims
Outside of the Bedouin population, traditionally settled communities of Muslim Arabs comprise about
70% of the Arab population in Israel.

Muslims in Israel have the highest birthrate of any group: 4.0 children per woman, as opposed to 2.7 for
Jewish Israelis, a natural reproduction rate of 3% compared to 1.5%. Around 25% of the children in Israel
today were born to Muslim parents. The Muslim population is mostly young: 42% of Muslims are
children under the age of 15, compared with 26% of the Jewish population. The median age of Muslim
Israelis is 18, while the median age of Jewish Israelis is 30. The percentage of people over 65 is less than
3% for Muslims, compared with 12% for the Jewish population. According to forecasts, the Muslim
population will grow to over 2,000,000 people, or 24-26% of the population within the next 15 years.
They will also comprise 85% of the Arab population in Israeli in 2020 (Up 3% from 2005). (See the
section on Demographics below for more on this issue.)

Druze
The Druze are members of a sect residing in many countries, although predominantly in mountainous
regions in Israel, Lebanon and Syria. Druze in Israel live mainly in the north, notably in Carmel City, near
Haifa. There are also Druze localities in the Golan Heights, such as Majdal Shams, which were captured in
1967 from Syria and annexed to Israel in 1981.
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It is in keeping with Druze religious practice to always serve the country in which they live;
therefore the Druze population in Israel are Arabic speakers like their counterparts in Syria and Lebanon,
they often consider themselves Israeli, and unlike the Arab Muslims and Arab

Christians in Israel they rarely identify themselves as Palestinians. As early as 1939, the leadership of
one Druze village formally allied itself with pre-Israeli militias, like the Haganah. A separate “Israeli
Druze” identity was encouraged by the Israeli government who formally recognized the Druze religious
community as independent of the Muslim religious community in Israeli law as early as 1957.

The Druze are defined as a distinct ethnic group in the Israeli Ministry of Interior’s census registration.
While the Israeli education system is basically divided into Hebrew and Arabic speaking schools, the
Druze have autonomy within the Arabic speaking branch.

The Druze of British Mandate Palestine showed little interest in Arab nationalism that was on the rise in
the 20th century, and did not take part in the early Arab-Jewish skirmishes of the era either. By 1948,
many young Druze volunteered for the Israeli army and actively fought on their side. Unlike their
Christian and Muslim counterparts, no Druze villages were destroyed in the 1948 war and no Druze left
their settlements permanently. Unlike most other Arab citizens of Israel, right-wing Israeli political
parties have appealed to many Druze. Ayoob Kara, for example, represented the conservative Likud in
the Knesset, and other parties such as Shas and Yisrael Beiteinu have likewise attracted Druze voters.
Currently, a Druze MK, Majalli Wahabi of the centrist Kadima, as Deputy Speaker of the Knesset, is next
in line to the acting presidency.

Christians
Christian Arabs comprise about 9% of the Arab population in Israel, and approximately 70% reside in the
North District (Israel) in the towns of Jish, Eilabun, Kafr Yasif, Kafr Kanna, I’billin, Shefa-’Amr and many
reside in Nazareth. Several other villages, including a number of Druze villages such as Hurfeish, Maghar,
are inhabited by Christian Arabs. Nazareth has the largest Christian Arab population. There are 117,000
or more Christian Arabs in Israel. Christian Arabs have been prominent in Arab political parties in Israel
and these leaders have included Archbishop George Hakim, Emile Toma, Tawfik Toubi, Emile Habibi and
Azmi Bishara.

Notable Christian religious figures in Israel include the Melkite Archbishops of the Galilee Elias Chacour
and Boutros Mouallem, the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem Michel Sabbah, and Munib Younan of the
Lutheran Church of Palestine and Jordan.

The only non-Jewish Arab judge to receive a permanent appointment to preside over Israel’s Supreme
Court is a Christian Arab, Salim Jubran.

Israeli Arabs - National Identity
Israel’s War of Independence in 1948 created a unique situation and an ongoing identity dilemma for the
Arab minority in Israel. More than 100,000 Palestinian Arabs remained inside the borders of the newly-
born state and subsequently became Israeli citizens. However, they remained nationally, culturally and
religiously tied to the outside Arab world. These Israeli Arab citizens have since been torn between four
circles of ethno-religious and national identities: Israeli, Palestinian, Arab, and religious (Muslim,
Christian or Druze).
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Israel's Declaration of Independence articulates equal rights for all citizens, but makes no reference to
non-Jewish national or collective rights. Over the past few decades, Arab national identity has come into
greater focus, generating growing collective awareness among and about Arab citizens. Two significant
recent milestones in this awareness are:

1.The Events of October 2000 in which demonstrations held by Arab citizens in identification with
Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip turned violent. Investigations of the violence and its
causes led to greater recognition of Arab citizens’ collective identity and awareness of the need
to address Arab citizen relations with the Jewish majority and the state.

2.The “Future Vision Documents,” four positions papers published between 2006-2007 by
prominent Arab leaders and think tanks, aimed to define and promote Arab citizens’ unique
national identity and rights while connecting them to their history and national affiliation with
the Palestinian people.

According to various polls and research, a significant portion of Arab citizens in Israel presently define
themselves as Palestinian citizens of Israel who belong to the wider Arab world and Palestinian people.
Thus, Arab leaders, activists and academics as well as a number of Jewish leaders talk about the need to
recognize Arab citizens as a national or indigenous minority deserving collective rights. At times
demands are also made to challenge the Jewish identity of the state and transform it into either a “state
of all its citizens” or a “bi-national state.”

Likewise, there have been periodic attempts to strengthen the Jewish identity of the state, such as
enshrining the Jewish character of the state as a Basic Law, that are perceived as challenges to to the
Arab minority’s status as equal citizens.

Israeli Arabs - Economic Development
The need to integrate Arab citizens into Israel's advanced economy and close socio-economic gaps
between Arab and Jewish citizens has been rising as a national priority in recent years. Low

labor participation, high rates of poverty and poor contribution to the country’s GDP make economic
development of Arab citizens a key factor for Israel’s overall growth and social cohesion.

Though the Arab population comprises a little over 20% of Israel's citizenry, Arab economic output
amounts to only 8% of the country’s GDP, reflecting substantial socio-economic gaps and considerable
unrealized potential. While the Arab economy is ostensibly integrated into the national economy of
Israel, in practical terms it is largely segregated. There are considerable differences in the level of
economic development between the Jewish and Arab communities, which are reflected in statistics on
income, employment, industrialization, and socio-economic status.

In recent years, the government has established internal bodies (notably the Authority for Economic
Development of the Arab, Druze and Circassian Sectors at the Prime Minister’s Office) and partnered
with civil society organizations to bring numerous economic development programs to scale and invest
unprecedented sums towards rapid and strategic economic development of Arab citizens.

While economic gaps between Arab and Jewish citizens are a result of various historical processes,
persistent barriers to development are a result of (i) unequal government appropriation of economic
resources such as land, industrial zoning, location of major anchor institutions (e.g. hospitals, universities
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and government offices) and public transportation (ii) under-developed professional capacities, exposure
and qualifications within the population, and (iii) cultural barriers including those within Arab society and
between Arab and Jewish citizens.

With these barriers in mind, government and civil society programs aim to develop industrial zones and
parks; enhance access to housing, public transportation, adequate child-care options and higher
education; increase employment opportunities including vocational and professional training, support
for high-tech careers, job creation and equal employment policies; ensure access to government tenders
and contracts; and more.

According to Prime Minister Netanyahu, who spoke at the annual Prime Minister's Conference on this
issue in October 2013, "Much of our future growth will come from integrating Israeli citizens from the
Arab sector in the country's economy. It's a rocket engine for growth and that's the policy that guides us
when it comes to budget appropriation."

Jewish-Arab Relations
Arab citizens make up a little over 20% of Israel’s population. While diverse in its own right, this sizable
minority is a significant component of Israel’s diversity. The particular historic, social and economic
realities of Israel’s Arab citizens raise issues related to inclusion, equality and social cohesion, but also
offer important opportunity for growth and social development.

Jewish-Arab relations in Israel have known various ups and downs over the years, and to a large extent,
are intertwined with and affected by the ongoing conflict between Israel and the Palestinians and
between Israel and neighboring Arab countries. For example, during the 90s, with the Oslo Peace
Process, internal relations saw what is now perceived as a “golden age,” while the outbreak of the
Second Intifada in September 2000, the Second Lebanon War in the summer of 2006, and Israel’s
military operation in Gaza Strip (“Cast Lead” - December 2008; Operation “Pillar of Defense” - 2012),
heightened the tensions. In particular, the October 2000 events have had a long-lasting negative impact
on the fabric of Jewish-Arab relations.

On the state level there are a number of laws and structures that promote shared society between Jews
and Arabs, including within Israel’s Declaration of Independence and the recognition of Arabic as a
second formal language. At the same time, there is no government definition regulating these relations
and relatively little activity to promote better relations, with the exception of a few initiatives and
programs within the Ministry of Education. Within civil society a wide variety of efforts to enhance better
relations, coexistence and shared society have been in existence for decades, albeit with fluctuating
public support depending on the political tensions.

In popular discourse on majority-minority relations in Israel, Jews often point to three major concerns:
(1) Demographic concern: The higher natural growth rate of the Arab population (2.5% compared with
1.5% among the Jewish population) is considered by some to be a threat to Israel’s ability to sustain a
Jewish majority over time. (2) “Re-opening of the ‘1948 Files’”: This includes the demand for the state to
assume responsibility for the 1948 Palestinian Nakba (literally, the “catastrophe” of the loss of Palestine).
(3) De-legitimization of the State of Israel, and/or for its Jewish nature, and demands to recognize the

Arab minority’s collective identity and rights.

Arabs also list a series of concerns including (1) Erosion and questioning of their perceived belonging to
the Israeli citizenry, manifested, for example in the discourse on population transfer under a future
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agreement between Israel and the Palestinian Authority (promoted, among others, by Foreign Minister
Lieberman). (2) Encroachments on civil rights, manifested in, for example, legislative initiatives
demanding “loyalty” of Arabs as a precondition for civil rights, (3) Police violence against Arab citizens
(e.g. the 13 Arabs killed by police fire in the October 2000 events) and civic violence in the form of “Price
Tag” hate crimes.

These negative trends of mutual fear and suspicion are reflected in various public opinion surveys, while
other surveys point to positive trends such as growing “Israelization” among Arab citizens, and enhanced
economic integration and mutual acceptance between the two communities.

Getting to know Avigdor Liberman, Bibi’s enigmatic pick for defense minister by Ron Kampeas

(Times of Israel)
Yisrael Beytenu head is not the cartoon he’s sometimes made out to be, but his populist rhetoric can
often undercut any inclinations of restraint
Yes, there’s the Avigdor Liberman who wants to
behead bad guys, mandate loyalty oaths and pay
Arabs to leave the country — the one who makes fun
of the disabled and who dodged a fraud charge.
But Israel’s onetime foreign minister and maybe-next
defense minister is not quite the cartoon he’s made
out to be — OK, the cartoon he at times seems
determined to make himself out to be.
As defense minister, Liberman would double to two
the cabinet ministers who have seriously considered
a two-state outcome: himself and Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu. He is more deferential to the United States-Israel relationship than Netanyahu.
And his posture toward Israel’s Arab neighbors is not all threat.
It’s time to review three areas where the once and possibly future member of the security cabinet has
served as a voice for moderation — but also to keep in mind how his rhetoric undercuts his apparent
restraint.
Two states for two peoples, or transfer and a recipe for unrest?
Liberman has spoken seriously and extensively about peace, and has in fact embraced two states, even
though he rankled disability advocates a year ago when he called two-state advocates “autistic.”
One of his most radical ideas would crack the sequencing that famously helped scuttle the 2000 Camp
David peace talks: Yasser Arafat, then the Palestinian leader, was considering embracing then-prime
pinister Ehud Barak’s proposals, but balked when he toured the Arab and Muslim worlds and was told he
would be seen as a quisling if he agreed to Barak’s terms, particularly on Jerusalem.
Liberman’s solution: negotiate holistically. Make peace with the Arabs and the Palestinians
simultaneously. It’s a plan that would allow the Palestinians greater leverage, should they

coordinate with other Arab nations to extract concessions. That’s one reason why Netanyahu insists on
direct talks, where Israel holds more cards. But, the thinking goes, it also could lead to a more stable and
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permanent peace in the region. Liberman, looking toward activating this plan, could keep Netanyahu
focused on working with moderate Arabs in the region.

“The security advantage means cooperation with moderate nations, exchanging intelligence, joint
efforts,” Liberman told Al Monitor in 2014. “With regard to this facet, our partners could gain very nice
inputs. And there’s also the economic sphere. | am convinced that one day, we’ll have embassies in
Riyadh, in Kuwait, in the Gulf States and other places. The combination of our initiative, technology and
knowledge with their tremendous financial reserves can together change the world.”

His proposal to swap heavily populated areas — Arab-heavy regions of Israel bordering the West Bank
with Jewish-heavy portions beyond the Green Line —is what has stirred controversy. Liberman tries to
make it sound like common sense: Jews want to live chez-eux, why wouldn’t Palestinians?

For one thing, not every Israeli Arab wants to live in a Palestinian state — subtle but deep-seated
differences have emerged between the populations since 1948. Israeli Arabs have said they resent being
considered as pawns.

For another, Liberman proposes paying Israeli Arabs to leave — a transfer policy that would undercut his
hopes that Israel would no longer be an international “punching bag,” as he told Al-Monitor

Yuli Tamir, a former education minister, wrote in Haaretz in 2015 that Liberman’s plan sets dangerous
precedents, by positing that minorities cannot exist with majorities, and by suggesting that majority Arab
areas of Israel should seek sovereignty.

“If Israel consents to discuss a redrawing of its borders based on demographic criteria, it probably won’t
be long before the Arabs of the Galilee (where they are currently a majority) and of the Negev (where in
certain areas there is an Arab majority) may also question their belonging to Israel,” she said.

Avigdor plays nice, or is he just scared of the bigger bully?

Martin Indyk, who led the US team that tried to broker Israeli Palestinian peace in 2013-2014, said
Sunday on Twitter that Liberman was easier to work with than Moshe Yaalon, the man he would replace
and who has been lionized by the left in the current political crisis as a defender of democracy.
“Lieberman [sic] says reprehensible things but | remember that he supported” US Secretary of State John
“Kerry’s peace efforts when Yaalon [sic] was insulting him,” Indyk said.

In 2013, attending the Saban Forum, organized by the Brookings Institution, he said it was best not to air
differences publicly, advising the sides to “cool down the atmosphere.”

Liberman is known to be critical of Netanyahu’s at-times-confrontational posture vis a vis the US,
believing the Israeli leader often seems too eager to get into it with Israel’s most powerful and important
ally.

But that might also be a function of a natural bully deferring to the big kid on the playground. Liberman
and his lieutenants have shown no compunction about insulting leaders of less imposing countries
likeTurkey,Sweden, Spain and France.

Yvet has a heart that’s so big! As big as the Aswan Dam!

Liberman, known by his Russian nickname Yvet, offered humanitarian assistance to Syria in 2012, as its
civil war descended into chaos.

So he cares, right? Cares enough that in 2001, when Egypt was considering reintroducing forces in the
Sinai, he said Israel should threaten to bomb the Aswan Dam — effectively, commit a major war crime.
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Executive summary of The Shoresh Handbook on Israel’s society and economy 2015 By Dan
Ben-David

1. Israel’s long-run socioeconomic trajectories In the 1970s and early 1980s, Israel underwent a
significant change in national priorities. The result was a )
shift to new socioeconomic trajectories that have since SEMOR RESEANCH FACULTY IN UnveRsinies
been very steady — multi-decade trajectories that are :
simply unsustainable in the longrun. The Shoresh
Handbook on Israel’s society and economy provides a
seminal big-picture perspective of contemporary Israel:
where we were, where we are, where we are headed (and
how fast), what that means, and what can be done about
it. Much of the prevailing wisdom regarding Israel is simply
wrong, while some of the key paradigms need to be
redefined. Israel’s turnaround in national priorities is
vividly apparent in a number of vital socioeconomic realms
ranging from education and health to infrastructure and
growth. Two graphs for which data exists since the
founding of Israel in 1948 could not be more explicit in this
regard. When Israel was primarily a poor country with
agricultural produce comprising half of its exports, it built research universities for its future. During its
first decades of existence, Israel increased the number of university researchers at an exponential rate.
The national priorities of the time yielded seven research universities by the mid-1970s, with the
number of research faculty per capita nearing American levels. Then Israel’s priorities changed. Though
Israel became wealthier and the external threats
diminished, not a single research university was
established over the past four decades (the case of
Ariel is primarily political and not a part of any
strategic higher-education plan). Although the
population more than doubled and the number of
students in the universities grew to almost 3 and half
times what it was in the 1970s, the total number of
research faculty in all of the universities grew by only
14%. Even if one adds the non-research colleges, the
number of students in higher education grew by 5
and a quarter fold while the total number of senior
faculty — research or otherwise —in higher education
grew by 40%. Another area in which the change in
Israel’s national priorities has been quite palpable is in
its health policies. During Israel’s first three decades,
the new country managed to increase the number of
hospital beds at roughly the same pace as its very rapidly growing population. Then came the national
change in budgetary

HOSPITAL BEDS
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priorities and the country shifted its resources
further and further away, steadily reducing the
number of hospital beds per capita for three and a
half decades. The diversion of funds and the
resultant multi-decade drop in hospital beds has
brought Israel to the bottom rungs of the OECD
ladder. 31 of the remaining 33 OECD countries e
have more hospital beds per capita than Israel. 09%4 68 yoars i ond 29
Thus, while Israel has some of the best physicians
in the developed world, its population is
hospitalized in conditions that are in some cases
found in the Third World with patients in corridors
and dining areas — with a heightened likelihood of R
secondary infections and disease. Though Israel is T —
currently situated at around the middle of the

OECD in terms of professionally active physicians

per capita, it did not invest sufficiently in the

training of physicians. As a result, Israel has an

increasingly elderly stock of physicians. Three and a half decades ago, only 8.5% of Israel’s physicians
were at the age of 65 and up. Today, their share of the total exceeds 25 percent, the highest share — by
far —in the OECD. The country’s young physicians accounted for over a third of the total in 1980. Today,
only one in ten is under the age of 35. Twenty-five of the twenty-nine remaining OECD countries with
data on physician ages have a higher share of )
young physicians. The situation among nurses is ~ CONCESTION 0N ROADS INISHALL AND IN SMALL EURDPEAN CounTRils
worse. One key factor directly affecting both
productivity and inequality is the transportation
infrastructure. Congestion on Israel’s roads — as
measured by the number of vehicles per
kilometer of road — was nearly identical to the
average congestion in small European countries
(Belgium, Denmark, Netherlands and
Switzerland) in 1970. Over the next four
decades, road congestion in Israel climbed to
almost three times the average of these other
small countries. In 2011, congestion on Israeli
roads was over three times the overall OECD
average — though the number of vehicles per
capita in Israel was 38% less than the OECD
average. In fact, the cost of cars and their usage is so prohibitive in Israel (especially relative to the lower
Israeli incomes) that the number of vehicles per capita is lower than in 30 of the other 33 OECD
countries, and yet the congestion on Israel’s roads exceeds that in 30 of the 33 remaining OECD
countries. Over the past four decades, roads were not built where most of the population lives. There
has been a recent upswing in building new roads and in widening existing ones — and yet, the number of
vehicles per surface area of road increased by 16% between 2005 and 2013. Part of the reason for this is
a lack of significant transportation alternatives to cars. In fact, the number of train passenger-kilometers

YOUNGER AND OLDER PHYSICIANS IN ISRAEL
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travelled relative to population size in Israel is

but a small fraction of the level in Europe. SHARE OF HAREDI MEN WITH NO MORE
Demographic changes within Israel today will THAN AN EiGaiTi GRADE EDUCATION

play a major role in defining the future :

economic viability of the country. The fastest

growing population group within Israel are the

Haredim (ultra-Orthodox Jews). Contrary to /\/\

beliefs that continue to prevail within Israel, -

the share of Haredi men with no more than an v
eighth-grade education (and even this “core

education” that they receive tends to be very

partial, with no study of science or English and

very low levels of math) has actually increased

— both in absolute terms and also as a share of

all Haredi men — over the past decade. Today,

more than half of the large and rapidly

growing Haredi male population has no formal

education beyond eighth grade.

The primary reason that Haredi Jews in Israel are so poorly educated has less to do with religion than
with their political power. A unique feature of Israel’s education system is that it allows Haredim to use
religion as a means to prevent their children from receiving an education that will provide them with
alternatives when they become adults. Consequently, it is very difficult for such individuals to eventually
reach higher education, even if they may one day become interested in doing so. A comparison of
educational attainment at the academic level — between Haredim in Israel and Haredim in the United
States —is useful in illustrating the line between religion and politics. Though their adherence to the
Jewish religion is ostensibly similar, the share of Haredi Jews in the States with academic degrees is twice
that of Haredi Jews in Israel. The average achievement level in math, science and reading knowledge
attained by the non Haredi Israeli children (since the vast majority of Haredi children do not study the
material, they do not participate in the international exams in any meaningful way) is near the bottom of
the OECD. Arab-Israeli children receive an education that places their attainment levels at Third- World
levels. Disparity in educational achievements among -
non-Haredi Israeli children is by far the highest in the =~ SHAREOF HAREGM WITH AN ACADEMIC DEGAEE, 2013
OECD (and it would be even higher had the Haredi Urited Siates _
children taken the exam), so it should not be a

surprise when such inequality in education is later

translated into the largest income gaps in the Israel _

developed world. The failure of Israel’s education

system extends far beyond the low level of math,

science and reading knowledge possessed by its

children. The OECD administers an additional exam

focusing on simple problem-solving abilities. It defines six levels of problem-solving abilities, from the
highest Level 6 to the lowest Level 1. As specified by the OECD, “Level 1 students tend not to be able to
plan ahead or set sub-goals.” 22% of Israeli pupils were unable to even reach the OECD’s minimum Level
1 of problem solving. No other OECD country approaches this rate of inability — which does not even
include Israel’s Haredi children. When such a large share of children receive developing world levels of

b
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education and primary skills, it should be clear what kind of a future awaits — unless the knowledge from
Israel’s state-ofthe-art universities reaches them
before they grow up. Poor physical and human capital PERCINT OF PUPILS BELOW THE OECD"S MiNItuM
infrastructures play a major role in determining the PROSLEM SOLVING LEVEL , 2012
productivity so vital for economic growth. While
much of Israel’s fast total factor productivity growth
in the period preceding the 1973 Yom Kippur War
could be ascribed to a catching-up phase with the
rest of the developed world, the decades since then
have been characterized by particularly low rates of
productivity growth. The result, when translated into
GDP per hour worked, is that Israel has one of the
lowest rates of labor productivity in the developed
world. In fact, Israel’s labor productivity is not only
low, it has been falling further and further behind the
G7 countries who have been leading the developed
world since the mid-1970s. A part of Israel is cutting
edge — the universities, hi-tech, medicine, and so on —
but a large, and growing, share of the population is
not receiving either the tools or conditions to work in a
modern, competitive global economy. This part of Israel is ‘
like a huge weight on the shoulders of the rest, a weight —— o
that is becoming increasingly heavier over time. The

. . v oo JES
greater the gap between what skilled and educated Israelis
can receive abroad and what they receive at home, the e o IR
more personal thresholds will be crossed. It will become
increasingly easier — particularly for the young — to decide
between leaving, or remaining and earning below potential while continuing to shoulder a heavier and
heavier burden. Since the mid-1970s, the labor productivity gap between the leading developed
countries and Israel has increased by almost five-fold. This trajectory of the past four decades will not be
sustainable for another four decades — with all that this
implies for the future of Israel.
2. The future —if no change in the present What lies in store
for Israel in the future? Today’s children are tomorrow’s
adults and the fastest growing segments of Israel’s
population tend to be those who are also receiving the worst
core education. This will have tremendous implications on
Israel’s future unless the country’s physical and human
capital infrastructures begin receiving immediate attention in
the national priorities. What has played out in Israel over the
past four decades has essentially redefined the national
security paradigm which plays so influential a role in Israeli
elections. Planes, tanks and battalions are only a part of what
Israel needs to defend itself. Children receiving a Third World
education will only be able to maintain a Third World
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economy, which cannot support the First World defense that Israel requires to physically remain alive in
the extremely violent neighborhood that it lives in. When a large share of future adults will not be able
to maintain a first world economy, then who will fund the needs of such a society? Already today, nearly

50% of the Israeli population pay no income tax at all. 20% of

the population account for 89% of the entire income tax

revenue — up from 83% in 1999. In light of the rapidly changing
demographics in Israel, on whom could future income taxes be
levied — those whose incomes are so low that they do not even
reach the bottom rung of the income tax ladder, or those

already shouldering 89% of the income tax burden whose

share in the population will become considerably smaller than
their current 20%? If Haredim and Arab-Israelis do not receive
the tools and conditions to work in a modern economy, then
there is little reason to expect their employment and

productivity to converge with those of the rest of society.

Under such a scenario, the Finance Ministry forecasts that the
ratio of government tax revenues to GDP will fall sharply in the
future (despite the expected increase in tax revenues from Israel’s
newly-found gas fields) while the ratio of government
expenditures to GDP will increase precipitously as a result of rising
welfare needs. Consequently, the government deficit, as a share of
GDP, will increase more than four-fold while Israel’s debt to GDP
ratio will take off.

Israel’s future growth picture under each of the Bank of Israel’s
existing scenarios is not a good one. The rate of growth in Israel’s
standard of living — as measured by GDP per capita — is expected
to drop from the current 1.4% over the past decade and a half to
0.5% or 0.8% a year depending on whether or not there is
convergence of employment and productivity rates among
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Haredim and Arab-Israeli with the rest of society. Hence, the noote deies come ee e
challenges that Israel faces extend far beyond simply bringing the
Haredim and Arab-Israelis up to the average non-Haredi Jewish
levels of productivity and employment. There is a need to Rt TRt Covain P R D

take the entire country up to a higher level. This is possible —
still — but the window of opportunity for a major turnaround
in Israel’s current long-run trajectories will not remain open
indefinitely. Such a change in emphasis needs to focus on
three policy spheres. The first policy sphere, focusing on the
individual and firm levels, has to create incentives to work
and hire while providing the necessary tools. The second
policy sphere concentrates on the next level up — creation of
surrounding conditions that will increase employment and
productivity while reducing poverty and inequality. The third
policy sphere addresses the overall strategic issues that will
not only improve the situation in the present, but also ensure
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sustainable socioeconomic trajectories in the future. The handbook provides an outline of some of the
core areas that these various policy spheres need to
focus on. PROECTED ECONOMIC GROWTH
3. The opportunity In some respects, the situation in VIAGE AN wrn e GO
Israel is analogous to the passengers and crew of the
Titanic who are focusing only on the rearrangement of
deck chairs instead of on that huge iceberg ahead and
the need to chart a new course. Israel is not a
developing country by any stretch of the imagination.
All the knowledge that Israel needs for implementing a
turnaround is already within its borders and does not
have to be learned or imported from abroad. Despite
its long-run socioeconomic trajectories, Israel is still
home to some of the world’s leading research centers.
Its universities were ranked second in the world (on
the basis of the academically accepted measure of 00 SRS

e . . . N sogioyment and praducindty gaps
citations per article) in the area of computer science, Dataion Hareoem Arab-Iw mebs
sixth in physics and tenth overall. Academic excellence eSS 0
is a fundamental cornerstone for technological
advances — and Israel still has it. The country invests in
R&D at higher rates than any other country and the result has been a closing of the gap in patents per
capita between Israel and the world’s leading economies. The subsequent confidence in the ability of
Israelis to think outside the box and find solutions to myriad issues has led to more money flowing into
Israel than flowing out — with a very strong and stable currency just one indication of this confidence.
Net foreign direct investment flowing into Israel now
exceeds the OECD average, as a share of GDP. Israel’s
combination of research universities, R&D and its
innovative capacity have led to technological

2000-2014 2010-2050

ISRAEL'S ACADEMIC RANKING 3% THE WORLD

capabilities that have been consistently attracting e soerve R

venture capital investments at rates unseen elsewhere crommesy NN

in the developed world. For Israel, this is where much et scercen. [

of its future can be —if it will enact policies enabling a el

greater share of its society better integration into the e I

labor market and allowing the country’s economic s e b o =
engine to utilize more of its existing cylinders. The A

primary thread tying together the stark contrasts e o s =
emanating from the Shoresh Handbook’s big-picture _::: ——
perspective is that there are two Israel’s in one. One R —————
part of the population is literally cutting-edge while I —

there is another part of the population that is not

receiving either the tools or conditions to work in a

modern, global, competitive economy. Consequently,

in a world divided into 3 groups on the basis of income and family size, Israel is the outlier — a weighted
average of the United States and Eritrea. Among developed nations that are growing old, Israel has a
very young population, relatively large families — even among its more educated — and fewer single-
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parent families. If it can muster the political wherewithal to enable the knowledge already in its
universities to reach all of its children, it will be

able to catch the wave that will take Israel all the VENTLRE CAPTTAL INVESTMENTS

way to the top. But if the country does not utilize ) OALD RN, A  GOR, Jaty
its existing window of opportunity, the current -
default is an unsustainable long-run socioeconomic :'?:;

|
|
)

trajectory — with all of the existential implications e 1N
that this has in one of the least hospitable = e
neighborhoods on the planet. A final point that can ~_~ ==
provide a glimpse of Israel’s opportunity is its very ”{-—-E -
unique and engaged population. 400,000 Israelis e
(5% of the entire population) went out into the =

.
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streets on one Saturday evening in the summer of
2011 to protest high prices that are just the tip of
the iceberg. One can only imagine what kind of a
reaction there would be if the majority of Israelis
were aware of the magnitude of the entire iceberg,
a good portion of which is laid out in the Shoresh Handbook. There is still a window of opportunity to

implement a turnaround in national priorities. The primary question is whether such a turnaround will
occur before this window closes.
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Israel in its the Neighborhood

Knowledge is Power (KIP) - Does Israel want peace or is it a warmonger? Israel's relations with its
neighbors and the Palestinians by Sarit Zehavi

1. Inthe 1929 Hebron massacre, 67 Jews were murdered, and it led to the destruction of the Jewish
community in Hebron, which had existed for 400 years. In the shadow of these events there also
occurred a massacre in Tsfat, and Jews were killed in Jerusalem and in other Jewish colonies throughout
the territory as well. During the Arab Revolt against British rule from 1936-1939 more than 600 Jews
were killed by Arabs who were taking out their anger on them. It should be noted that during the events
of the Arab uprising thousands of Arabs were killed, but most of them at the hands of other Arabs as
part of the clashes between the Nashashibi and Husseini families.
2.  On November 29, 1947, the UN General Assembly passed Resolution 181 authorizing the
distribution plan. According to the decision, after the end of the British Mandate in Israel and less than a
year after the decision, two countries would be established: one for Jews and one for Arabs. This map is
the map of the approved partition plan. According to it, large parts of the Galilee, the Coastal Plain and
Jerusalem would fall under the rule of the Arab country. Despite this difficulty, the Jews accepted the
resolution, but the Arabs refused to recognize a Jewish state in Eretz Yisrael and went to war. It lasted
about a year and a half, beginning in May 1948 with the British withdrawal from the country and the
establishment of the State of Israel and the IDF. Aside from the Arabs living in Israel, neighboring Arab
countries also participated: Egypt, Syria, Jordan, as well as forces that were sent from Irag. Eventually the
war ended with a ceasefire between the parties. As a result, no Arab country was established and its
land within the state of Israel was under the control of Arab countries.
3. The 1967 borders are actually the borders of the Jewish state since the end of Israel's War of
Independence from 1949 until June 4, 1967 — the onset of the Six-Day War. This is a country slightly
larger than the one presented in the UN partition plan, but still with a very narrow waist, 12 km from the
border to the sea. In the Six Day War, Israel conquered many territories of its Arab neighbors: the Gaza
Strip from Egypt, the West Bank (or Judea & Shomron) from Jordan, and the Golan Heights from Syria.
4. Why did Israel start the Six Day War? It must be understood that the war was preceded by many
months of siege and Israel feeling threatened. Additionally, Arab countries frequently made it clear that
they did not recognize the Jewish state and that it was a matter of time before they would attack and
destroy it. Furthermore, Egyptian President Nasser promoted a pan-Arab ideology which threatened
Israel. In the months before the war Egypt drove the emergency United Nations forces out of the Sinai,
blocked the Straits of Tiran to Israeli shipping, consolidated Egyptian military command with the armies
of Syria and Jordan, and the Iragi and Saudi expeditionary forces. Egypt then streamed its forces into the
Sinai Peninsula. Israel's response was to call up its reserves. Israel's reserve mobilization is a financial
burden and they generally would prefer not to do it. About a week before the war the Egyptian attack
plan was publicized at the last minute and under pressure from the Soviets they canceled the attack.
Israel thus decided to launch a preemptive action.
5. Israel - Egypt Relations
a. After the Six-Day War, Egypt initiated the Yom Kippur War in 1973. Egypt instigated this war, in
which Syria also participated, in order to overcome its sense of defeat in the Six Day War. Israel, which
had been the under the perception that the Egyptians were deterred from attacking Israel again, was
surprised by the Arab attack on the holiest day for Jews. Eventually the war ended in another ceasefire,
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but it later led to the opening of negotiations between Israel and Egypt and the historic visit of the
President of Egypt to Israel in 1977.

b. The peace treaty between Israel and Egypt was signed in 1979, under which Israel withdrew
completely from the Sinai Peninsula, and evacuated the Jewish communities built there during Israel’s 12
years of rule (about 3,000 people).

c. Peace with Egypt has been preserved to this day and has survived the change of government and
the instability of the Arab Spring in Egypt (Photo: Egyptian President al-Sisi). Today both countries benefit
from low profile security coordination. However, the fate of the Sinai Peninsula has not been as good, as
a daily war is being waged there between Daesh and Egyptian armed forces and Egyptian control of the
peninsula is questionable.

6. Jordan—On purpose | chose a whimsical photo here, of the late King Hussein lighting Israeli Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s cigarette. The two men signed a peace treaty between Israel and Jordan in 1994.
The agreement was the culmination of a secret relationship between the two countries, preceded by
good relations between the Zionist movement and Hussein’s father Abdullah, who established the
Kingdom of Jordan with the assistance of the British. Jordan is the only country that absorbed Palestinian
refugees and gave them equal rights. The rest of the Arab countries confined them to refugee camps and
have perpetuated the poverty of these people. In the picture, King Abdullah II, has made sure to
maintain the good relations between Israel and Jordan, while faced with pressure from Islamic influences
within the framework of the Arab Spring. Jordan is still in charge of the Islamic shrines on the Temple
Mount, as the rulers of West Bank until 1967. The peace treaty with Jordan was made possible by
advances in negotiations with the Palestinians and the feeling in the early nineties that Israel was on its
way to an agreement with them. Under the agreement the waters of the Jordan River are also regulated
and divided between the two countries.

7. Syria

a. Inthe Six Day War, Israel conquered the Golan Heights. The main motivation of this action was the
defense of the Galilee communities who had come under fire every day from Syria, who held
advantageous topography. In addition, the northern Golan Heights are sources of water for the Sea of
Galilee and Syria attempted to divert the waters of the Jordan. It was important for Israel to preserve
these water sources.

b. Syria has never signed a peace treaty with Israel and has never had secret relations with Israel.
However, until the Civil War, Israel enjoyed a completely quiet border on the Golan Heights. The Assad
regime preferred to help with the arming and training of Hezbollah in Lebanon.

c. During the nineties there were intensive contacts regarding a peace agreement with Syria. Israel
expressed its willingness to withdraw from the Golan Heights to the international border. But the Syrians
insisted on the border of the Six Day War (June 4th, orange, in the photo), this line would have allowed
them access to the Sea of Galilee, and Israel refused. In addition, Israel wanted the peace agreement to
solve the problems with Hezbollah in Lebanon, and demanded that Assad stop supporting this terrorist
group, which received training in Syria and Syrian-made or Iranian-made (via Syria) weapons. Damascus
refused and the negotiations ended without results.

d. Since the outbreak of civil war, the Assad regime has lost control of most border areas with Israel,
except for a small portion of the northern Golan Heights. Battles take place in this area on a daily basis.
This has resulted in a completely unquiet border, where armed militias that support the Assad regime,
such as Hezbollah, are taking advantage of the situation to carry out terrorist attacks against Israel, and
in addition, there are instances where unintentional mortars directed against the rebels have landed in
Israeli territory.
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8. Lebanon

a. South Lebanon has been used for years as fertile ground for terrorist activity against Israel - first the
Palestinian terrorist nests and then Hezbollah. Hezbollah was established in 1982 by Iran, and is actually
the long arm of Iran in the Middle East. Its radical Shi'ite ideology promotes the export of Islamic
revolution and does not recognize the existence of Israel.

b. Israel has had several rounds of war with Hezbollah in Lebanon, after the organization did not allow
there to be peace in the North of Israel and attacked civilians and soldiers in different ways on the
border. In 2000, Israel withdrew from southern Lebanon after 18 years of struggling against terror. It was
a unilateral withdrawal, without an agreement. Hezbollah continued its terrorist activity after the
withdrawal, although the United Nations certified that Israel was not holding any Lebanese territory.
After the recent conflict in 2006, relative calm has been maintained, but Hezbollah continues to rearm
and prepare for the next confrontation.

c. Southern Lebanon has become the world's largest weaponry warehouse, in which there are about
40 thousand rockets and more than triple that amount north of the region supervised by the UN. The
official position of Lebanon is that it will discuss a peace treaty with Israel only after the Palestinian
problem is solved, however, Hezbollah actually controls the country, both politically as a blocking third in
the government and security-wise, as it is stronger than the Lebanese army itself, and does not recognize
the right of Israel to exist.

d. Here you can see, on the left, a map released by Israel with Hezbollah's military deployment in
villages in southern Lebanon, and on the right, the ranges of the Hezbollah rockets in southern Lebanon.
9. Palestinians -

a. In 1992, a leftist government which supported reaching an agreement with the Palestinians and, in
fact, a two-state solution, was elected in Israel. Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin signed the Oslo Accords
with Yasser Arafat, the Palestinian leader who headed the PLO. According to the agreements the
Palestinian Authority and the Palestinian security apparatuses were established. As part of the Oslo
Accords the West Bank and Gaza Strip were divided into three categories:

e Area A: areas under civil and security control of the Palestinian Authority.

e Area B: areas under civil control of the Palestinian Authority and security control of Israel.

e Area C: areas under civil and security control of Israel - for future negotiations. Mostly empty areas
or settlements.

b. As part of further interim agreements signed later, also by Netanyahu, the Palestinian Authority
controls Area A and has partial control of Area B. Thus, the majority of the Palestinian population lives
under the Palestinian Authority.

c. Opposition to the Oslo Accords in Israel was great, especially in the face of murderous terror attacks
carried out by Hamas during the negotiations. In November ‘95, Rabin was assassinated by a Jew who
opposed the agreements. The murder deeply shocked Israel. Although many Israelis were divided on
Rabin’s path regarding the Palestinian issue, the killer is not supported in Israeli society. He was tried and
is sitting in jail. Israel observes Rabin Memorial Day each year, on which children learn the values of
democracy.

d. Onthe Palestinian side, Hamas continued devastating terrorist attacks in Israel. Suicide bombers
blew up buses, restaurants, and more. In October 2000, the second intifada broke out, which proved that
Arafat had not in fact abandoned the path of terror. It led to the failure of another round of talks
between Israel and the Palestinians.

e. This map shows the Palestinian Authority’s territories. In the green areas the Palestinian Authority
has partial control (administration only) or full control (including security). That is to say, in 14 years the
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Palestinians have gained control over a large part of the area. However, terrorism has continued and
there is growing support for Hamas within the Palestinian Authority, after it has already managed to gain
control of Gaza. Additionally, the Palestinian Authority has not improved the refugee camps that are in
Gaza and the West Bank. Those are refugees from the war of '48.

f.  The negotiations are stuck. It's true. Both sides have seriously discussed an Israeli withdrawal,
evacuating half a million people who live in the West Bank for the past 50 years. Israel was willing to
compromise even on Jerusalem. Talks took place with the two-state idea, which was born in the 1948
partition plan, which the Arabs it.

g. Itisimportant to clarify that the idea was two states for two peoples. Abu Mazen'’s refusal in the last
round of negotiations and Arafat’s before him, to recognize Israel as a Jewish state, actually undermines
the entire logic of two countries.

h. The refugee issue - Can you imagine a situation in which Europe returns the Syrian refugees to
Syria? That the USA does the same? Everywhere in the world except in our region, refugees gain a new
life. International law does not recognize second, third, or fourth generation refugees at all. In our region
the Palestinian refugee problem has been perpetuated; the refugees’ great-grandchildren, who have
never lived in Israel, continue to dream of returning to it. Return of the refugees (we are now talking
about, including offspring, millions) in full, means to undermine again, the Jewishness of the State of
Israel and yet, even in this matter, Israel was ready to compromise. It should be noted that in 49, slightly
more than half a million refugees left the country. Today we are talking about six times that number.

i.  Another word about refugees: Israel absorbed about 850,000 refugees from Arab countries. These
Jews, who had lived for centuries in Arab countries, fled for their lives in the forties when the Arab states
were fighting for independence from the rule of the British Mandate. They left behind a very large
amount of property but they never received compensation or any kind of serious acknowledgement of
their situation.

10. Conclusion:

. Over the years it became extremely difficult for Arabs to accept the existence of Israel. We have
managed to reach a peace agreement with each country that has recognized Israel's right to exist.

e Israel was willing to make concessions which were controversial with the Israeli public in order to
make peace with its neighbors, but one thing upon which it will not compromise is its neighbors'
recognition of its right to exist. Sadly, not every country has arrived to this point.

. It should be noted that Israel has a secret relationship with other Middle Eastern countries with
which it shares interests, for example against Iran. It also has a desire to strengthen the moderate
regimes in the neighboring countries of Egypt and Jordan.

e The cartoon you see here was painted in 1956 in the context of the Sinai Campaign - Israel launched
the operation to eradicate the Fedayeen who would enter the communities along the southern border
and carry out terrorist operations there. You can replace the characters but the reality has not changed.
Israel has been confronted with terrorism for many years. In the next lecture on Gaza we can discuss this
issue in depth.

Blair talks up prospects of Israel-Sunni normalization by JTA and
Times of Israel Staff
Much will depend on Israel’s response to the Arab Peace Initiative, says
ex-UK PM; Netanyahu reportedly told Sissi last week he wants to make
progress
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Former British Prime Minister Tony Blair said Sunni Muslim countries are ready to normalize ties with
Israel should Israel negotiate a peace deal with the Palestinian Authority on the basis of the Arab Peace
Initiative.

The Arab Peace Initiative, first proposed in 2002 and reaffirmed in recent years, calls for full
normalization between Israel and the Arab world in exchange for an Israeli withdrawal from the West
Bank and Golan Heights. It would include land swaps, the establishment of a Palestinian state and a
negotiated agreement on Palestinian refugees. Israel has never formally responded to the proposal.

Blair’'s comments, made at a conference in London on Tuesday, follow statements by Egyptian President
Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi last week calling for a restarted peace process.

Until last year, Blair served as an envoy for the Quartet, an alliance of the United States, European Union,
United Nations and Russia that seeks Israeli-Palestinian peace. In recent weeks, he had unsuccessfully
worked with the ruling Israeli Likud party and opposition Zionist Union party to form a unity government
that would advance the peace process, according to the Haaretz newspaper. He also worked with Sissi to
support the talks.

“Provided the Israeli government is ready to commit to a discussion around the Arab peace initiative ... it
would be possible to have some steps of normalization along the way to give confidence to this process,”
Blair said, according to Haaretz. “With the new leadership in the region today that is possible. A lot will
depend on the response of the Israeli government to President Sissi’s initiative and to the Arab Peace
Initiative, and to whatever steps the Israelis are ready to take.”

Added Blair: “We need to broaden the support base for the peace process ... We need the help of the
region. The door between Israel and the Arab states is now closed and the key is progress with the
Palestinians.”

An Israel TV report last week said Arab leaders were prepared to consider changes to the initiative if
necessary. and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was said to have told Sissi he seeks to make progress
on regional ties.

In a rare appearance earlier this month, Netanyahu’s former security adviser and a leading Saudi figure
shared a stage at a Washington think-tank to discuss regional issues at length.

A clause in the scrapped coalition agreement between the Likud party and the Zionist Union reportedly
stated that the government would “relate positively” to the idea of a regional reconciliation agreement
between Israel and several Arab states, as well as to certain elements of the Arab Peace Initiative to
resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Despite that deal not taking effect, Netanyahu has repeatedly stressed his desire to maximize new
“opportunities” for progress. On Wednesday, at a press conference to announce his coalition deal with
Yisrael Beytenu and its leader Avigdor Liberman, Netanyahu switched to English to state: “My
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government remains committed to pursuing peace with the Palestinians and with all our neighbors. My
policy has not changed. We will pursue every avenue for peace while ensuring the safety and security of
our citizens.”

And Liberman also broke into English to pledge his commitment to “peace and to a final status
agreement, and to understanding between us and our neighbors.”

Sissi last Tuesday proclaimed his belief that there was a “real opportunity” for a settlement between
Israel and the Palestinians, in a speech that was reportedly part of an international effort to jump-start
the moribund peace process. Those efforts also apparently included a failed effort by an alliance of
foreign leaders led by Blair to secure a new peace-oriented unity government between Likud and
Herzog’s Zionist Union. Herzog has said Netanyahu “ran away” from the deal. On Wednesday, he said he
had risked his political future for the partnership, but Netanyahu had “blinked.”

Blair was said to have been coordinating his actions with Netanyahu, Herzog, US Secretary of State John
Kerry and even Sissi.

The former UK prime minister declared his intent to renew peace efforts late last year, saying his
experience and network of contacts made during eight years of diplomacy as an international envoy to
the Mideast would help him.

Blair has been visiting the region every 2-3 weeks in recent months, reportedly holding multiple
meetings with Herzog and Netanyahu, in which he updated them on the willingness of the Arab leaders
to support a new peace initiative and to improve relations with Israel in tandem.

Knowledge is Power (KIP) - The Real Reason for Chaos in the Middle East by Sarit Zehavi
1.  What s the Sykes-Picot Agreement?
a. It was an agreement between France and Britain which was signed in 1916 during the First World
War, between two superpowers who had realized that the 7
Ottoman Empire was about to fall apart and who sought to divide 1. Sykes-Plcot Agreement
the Middle East up between them. According to this agreement, - = haies H
France would control the blue areas on the map, and would
retain its sphere of influence over area A while Britain would
control the red areas on the map and would retain its sphere of
influence over Area B.
b. Israel, in yellow, would be under international
administration.
c. This agreement was never implemented. The Middle East
looks completely different now. So why is this still relevant? The
agreement is a symbol of foreign involvement in the Middle East,
then it was Great Britain and France, and now it is the United
States and Russia.
d. The agreement laid the foundation for the establishment of nation-states in the Middle East,
according to the Western perception.
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2. However, the nation-states that were established contained a mosaic of ethnic and religious
communities, and it was difficult to find common ground between the residents. In contrast to the West
where common values are based first and foremost on equality and freedom, in the Middle East after
World War, dictatorships that oppressed their citizens were established. Loyalty to the state was a
tenuous and extremely shaky. In fact, we are talking about a situation of identity crisis. Inserted into this
was also a religious theme. This explains why so many young people today are joining Daesh (ISIL, or
Islamic State) now: aside from a low socio-economic background, exposure to Western culture in which
there is greater freedom, dignity and equality, along with the inability to implement this in their home,
and an identity crisis — has all brought many young people to search for hope elsewhere. The extremist
ideology purports to return these young men their honor. It speaks to an identity that exists in these
societies and ensures that the Islamic State will return something to them that was lost with the artificial
national order created by the great powers, and it also explains their hatred of the West. Furthermore,
we can add in a feeling of adventure and a sense that Daesh is the new trend after the decline of Al-
Qaeda.

3. Infact, in the Middle East now there is a very large war between Shi'ites and Sunnis. This war is
underway in several countries, notably: Yemen, Syria and Iraq, and in a more limited manner in other
countries: Bahrain, Lebanon and Saudi Arabia. Some notes on this subject:

a. Shi’ites make up only 15% of Muslims worldwide.

b. The conflict between Shi’ites and Sunnis goes back to the beginning of Islam, a debate over who has
the inheritance of the Prophet Muhammad, who had no sons, only daughters. The Shi’ites believe that it
should be the son-in-law of the Prophet, Ali, and his sons. While the Sunnis believe that it could be any
member of Muhammad's tribe, the Koresh tribe. Over the years it has created two streams within Islam
with different theology and customs. These two streams have been fighting each other.

4. Iranis the leader of the Shi’ite world. The feeling among the leaders of the Sunni countries, Turkey
and Saudi Arabia, is that Iran is trying to dominate the Muslim world, undermining the Sunni Arab
regimes in many countries. Thus, for example, there is a very serious concern in Saudi Arabia regarding
Iran's nuclear project. Today in the Middle East one can point to three local powers:

a. Saudi Arabia — a tribal royalty, rich in oil, which will run out eventually. Saudi Arabia is an Islamic
state in accordance with the law practiced within it, their belief in Salafi Islam — a return to Islam’s
grassroots. Bin Laden was a Saudi. Saudi Arabia funds extremist Sunni groups operating in Syria and Iraq,
and in the beginning also funded Daesh and Al-Qaeda. Now the top Saudi officials understand that
Daesh is dangerous to Saudi Arabia, so they are cooperating with the coalition.

b. Iran - The world leader of the Shi’ite theocracy in which the Supreme Leader controls the belief that
there is no separation between religion and state. It supports Shi’ite militias in various countries in the
Middle East: Hezbollah in Lebanon, Hezbollah in Bahrain, the Assad regime in Syria, the Houthi rebels in
Yemen.

c. Turkey - In recent years, it has been undergoing a process of Islamization under the rule of Erdogan,
who was elected democratically but who has definitely hurt democracy in Turkey. Now, the European
Union is offering a host of incentives to Turkey regarding its process of joining the European Union and
there is a question of how it will affect the nature of this huge Sunni state.

5.  As stated the main wars with the most casualties are taking place today in Iraq and Syria. Daesh
has managed to conquer large swathes of these two countries. Daesh actually arose in countries in
which there was civil war. The organization, which was established in 2006 as part of Al-Qaeda in Iraq,
split off from the parent organization and in the summer of 2014 bored its way into the international
community’s consciousness when it conquered major cities in Iraq and Syria. In practice, the war against
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Daesh has added another conflict to the Middle East on top of the Shi’ite-Sunni conflict. This is now a
Sunni-Sunni conflict. This conflict is fed by conflicting interests and internal politics rather than
substantial ideological differences. So you can now see Al-Qaeda murdering Daesh fighters in different
places in Syria, and the Iraqi tribes fighting against Daesh.

6. How is this connected to the Jews? The answer is simple. It’s not.

a. Muhammad designated Mecca and after that, Medina, as the Muslim holy cities. Jerusalem is only
the third holiest city after these two, because according to Islamic tradition Muhammad tied his horse to
the Western Wall before he rose to visit heaven.

b. Under the various Muslim empires there were Christians who "benefited" from the status of
dhimmis. This meant that they could continue to live modestly according to their faith, but had to pay
taxes to the state. In addition, Muhammad had extensive conflicts with the Jews in half of the Arabian
Peninsula, where he expelled or massacred three Jewish tribes. The Jews are referred to as monkeys and
pigs in the Koran. The last two centuries of different anti-Jewish traditions have now been added to ideas
taken from Western anti-Semitism. In this video you can see a spiritual Shi’ite man who speaks of the
Shi’ite conflict with Daesh, but who mentions the Jews.

c. Thusin the Iranian, Qatari and Jordanian press, the Jews became those behind Daesh and in the
Turkish press the US is named as being behind Daesh. Prominent Muslim clerics from different countries,
such as Egypt and Iraq, write that what drives the West is the Jews and the power of the Jews is due to
US support. In fact, Jews or Zionists are behind Daesh’s aim to destroy the Muslim nation. All this rests
on ancient Muslim sources, calling Jews monkeys and pigs in the Koran, even though the origin of this
phrase can be interpreted in many ways, and Muhammad’s many wars against Jews. This provides
distraction from the struggle against Daesh and combating anti-Semitism.

d. Arecent survey by the Anti-Defamation League in 100 countries, found that 74 percent of
respondents across the Middle East and North Africa have anti-Semitic opinions.

7. One last word on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. From all that has been said until now, one can
agree that the State of Israel is in a very complicated neighborhood; A neighborhood where extreme
ideology is gaining a foothold across all the areas that border Israel, whether it be Daesh on the Syrian
border and in the Sinai Peninsula, Egypt's Muslim Brotherhood, Hamas in Gaza, or Hezbollah in Lebanon.
Israel's main concern today is that an agreement with the Palestinians, which means losing control of the
West Bank, will allow the extremist elements within the Palestinian society, to pose a danger to the
stability of Israel. However, there was a willingness to reach an agreement with the Palestinians, but also
a demand to recognize Israel as a Jewish state, in which Arab citizens continue to have equal rights. The
Palestinians refused, and the rest is history.
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Jerusalem

Knowledge is Power (KIP) - Jerusalem by Sarit
Zehavi

Who Really Ignited Jerusalem, and Why It Is So
Explosive?

1. The sanctity of Jerusalem to the three
monotheistic religions:

a. Judaism - Jerusalem is a holy city for the Jews; it
has been the capital of the Jewish people throughout
its entire existence in the Land of Israel. David
conquered Jerusalem in 1000 BCE and forty years
later King Solomon built the First Temple. According
to Jewish tradition, Jerusalem is the center of the world. Under the Dome of the Rock is the stone, from
which, according to tradition, the world was created. Therefore, this is the only place where the Divine
Presence dwells. The temple was built there. There God chose to dwell. In addition, according to
tradition, the Temple Mount is actually Mount Moriah where Abraham came to sacrifice Isaac. Jerusalem
is mentioned 656 times in the Tanach. The destruction of Jerusalem was considered a great tragedy in
Jewish history and the longing to return for the restoration of Jerusalem has been a central national and
religious motif in the consciousness of the Jewish people.

b. Islam - Jerusalem is considered the third most sacred city of Islam after Mecca and Medina in Saudi
Arabia. The source of its holiness stems from the story of the rise of Muhammad to heaven (Isra and
Mi’raj). According to Muslim tradition, Muhammad flew on his flying horse from his mosque in Mecca to
the “the farthest mosque," which according to the interpretations was in Jerusalem, where he landed
and then ascended into heaven and met with the Prophets and accepted the prophecy. Later
interpretations also consecrated the Western Wall, as part of a statement that Muhammad tied his
horse, named Burag, to the Kotel. Today, the traditions have changed so much so, that the meeting of
Muhammad with the Prophets is described as having occurred in the mosque itself, where Muhammad
led the prayer with the Prophets, and not in heaven, as was believed. In addition, Jerusalem was the first
direction of prayer for Muslims. Today, Muslims pray toward Mecca. At the beginning of his trip,
Muhammad wanted to persuade the Jews to join him, and tried to bring Jewish traditions into Islam.
When he saw that it was no use, he changed these practices. One of them was the direction of prayer.

c. Christianity - Jerusalem is sacred to Christianity because this is the city in which Jesus was crucified
and buried. The Way of the Cross is a tourist site to which many Christians make pilgrimages and walk
the path that Jesus walked with the cross. Christianity, however, did not wish to make Jerusalem its
capital.

d. This picture shows an address that was engraved on the wall in the temple, in the corner in which
people stood and blew (blasted) the shofar. On it is written Trumpeting Place. The inscription is dated to
the Second Temple period. The coin is older and was found about a month ago at the base of the
southern wall of the Temple Mount compound. It says “Hezekiah son of Ahaz, King of Judea.” This is from
the eighth century BCE. We will soon return to the subject of archeology.

2. History: Control of Jerusalem as seen here has changed hands many times over the years - Jewish,
Greek, Roman, Christian, Muslim, and so on. The Jews suffered with any change of government. Wars
destroyed the temples, damaged the sanctity of Judaism, and during certain periods Jews were not
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allowed to enter Jerusalem to pray there. Muslim rule in the city that lasted on and off for a thousand
years, did not result in any significant upkeep of the city. As Mark Twain described it in his book
"Innocents Abroad" in 1867: “Jerusalem is mournful, and dreary, and lifeless. | would not desire to live
here. "

Some important milestones on the timeline before us:

- The destruction of the Second Temple in 70 CE, from this point until the establishment of Israel
there was no political Jewish existence in Israel.

- The Arab conquest of the land and the construction in 636 of the Dome of the Rock and the Al-Agsa
mosque in subsequent years by the Umayyad caliphs who ruled Syria. Construction was completed in
705. This was all part of the Muslim empire that spread out through the Middle East.

- In 1187, Saladin freed Jerusalem from the Crusader rule that had lasted nearly a century. From this
point on, until 1917, Jerusalem was under Muslim rule. Saladin became a symbol and his name was
mentioned in various speeches that referred to the liberation of Jerusalem from the Jews in the present
era.

- 1948 — The battles in the War of Independence ended in a situation where Israel did not control the
Old City, and the city remained divided. The Old City continued to be in the hands of Jordan.

3. Inorder to understand the geography of Jerusalem, look at this map. First it is important to note
that since the end of the 19th century, and regardless of the state of Israel, Jews have been the majority
in Jerusalem. Today there are 804,000 inhabitants of Jerusalem, of which 63% are Jews, 35% are Muslim
and 2% are Christian. More than a third of the Jews live in the eastern parts of the city.

After the Six Day War, Israel annexed the eastern parts of the city and many other neighborhoods around
it. The construction in so-called East Jerusalem is actually construction in Jerusalem. When you look at a
map you realize that you cannot really divide the city. Today, despite the wave of terror in Israel there is
coexistence in Jerusalem: wedding invitations, commerce, the mixed city creates economic interests
which are moderating factors of terrorism. For example, 35,000 workers from East Jerusalem earn a
living in the western part of the city. Most of the East Jerusalem Arabs do not have Israeli citizenship,
because it is not required, but they have a residency card. According to a recent survey, 52% of them do
not want to become citizens of a Palestinian state if it is established.

4, The issue of the Temple Mount - it is important to point out several different locations in this
picture. It should be noted that the Dome of the Rock was not built as a mosque and was to be used for
individual prayer. Today it is used as a mosque for women, and inside one can see the foundation stone.
Solomon’s Stables mosque is an underground mosque that was renovated by the Muslims in violation of
the status quo on the Temple Mount in 1996. These are halls from the period of Herod that have become
the biggest mosque in the country, holding 10,000 worshipers. In 1999, the Palestinians dug a deep hole
of 1500 square meters on the Temple Mount to a depth of 13 meters and removed 10,000 tons of earth
containing items of archaeological interest and discarded it outside of the Old City. Thus they were able
to open up a main entrance to Solomon’s Stables. Israeli archaeologists are presently engaged day and
night in sifting through the discarded earth.

The status quo on the Temple Mount is a document created after the liberation of Jerusalem in 1967 and
designed by then-Defense Minister Moshe Dayan. According to the document Israel created at its own
initiative after gaining control of the Temple Mount, it returned control of the Mount to the Muslim
Wagqf. Wagf means “holy endowment.” This practice exists for all holy sites of Islam; they belong only to
a Waqf institution which is essentially a religious institution. At the same time, in the peace agreements
with Jordan, Israel officially recognized Jordan's relationship with the Temple Mount and its sponsorship
of local history.
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According to the status quo document Jews could visit the Temple Mount, in the spirit of the Declaration
of Independence of Israel, according to which Israel will allow free access for all religions, but Jews could
not pray on the Temple Mount. This section did not seem problematic, because back then most rabbis
prohibited entrance of Jews to the Temple Mount. Today there are more and more rabbis who permit
entry and prayer on the Temple Mount. A movement has developed in Israel that strives to allow Jewish
prayer on the Temple Mount, but the Israeli government has made it clear that it does not intend to
change the status quo in Jerusalem.

5. Al-Agsa in danger: We said that in a recent survey conducted by the TWI, 52% of the Arab residents
of East Jerusalem prefer to remain under Israeli sovereignty. However, according to the same poll, 60% of
them are supporters of Hamas. How can this be? It must be understood that for years Palestinian
children and Muslims around the world have been taught that the mosques are in danger:

- Israel wants to change the status quo and to pray on the Temple Mount.

- Israel wants to destroy the mosques and build the Temple in their place.

- Israel is digging under the Temple Mount and endangering the mosques..

This is libel. Despite the opinions of certain persons within and outside of the government, the Israeli
government has no intention of changing the status quo. However, although the document does not
make sense, it is contrary to human rights and is often violated by the Palestinians who through rioting
try to prevent Jews from visiting the Temple Mount (even if they are not going to pray).

Israel does not want to destroy the mosques. There are Jewish extremists who carried out or attempted
to carry out actions to harm the mosques. These attempts were thwarted by Israeli security forces and
people were tried. These actions are not part of the Israeli consensus. There have been a few isolated
cases in which Jewish terrorists and one Australian Christian succeeded in carrying out terrorist activities
on the Temple Mount, they were tried and/or expelled from the country. These actions have no
connection to the Israeli government and it condemns them and is working to thwart them.

Aside from one instance which was not coordinated with the Israeli government and which was stopped
almost immediately, Israel has never dug under the Temple Mount, not for archeology or for any other
reason. Archaeological excavations carried out by Israel in the area were outside the walls. In the
previous picture, you could see the line of the Western Wall tunnels along the Western Wall without
penetrating the perimeter. All this is done, even though it is clear that this exact place is holy to Judaism.
Moreover, those who dug under the Temple Mount compound and risked the danger of collapse were
the Islamic Wagqf. The most famous case is Solomon’s Stables but it is not the only case.

Last but not least — the recent events. In a very unusual step, the police entered the Al-Agsa mosque,
after receiving information that youths had barricaded themselves inside. There they discovered a
deposit of stones, Molotov cocktails, pipe bombs and for all intents and purposes, preparation for riots
and damage to the sanctity of the place by the Muslims themselves who wanted to thwart Jews from
visiting the Temple Mount.

The libel "Al-Aqgsa in danger" was fueled by a variety of means, including incitement to violence inside
the mosques on the Temple Mount itself. The cartoons presented here are just an example. Last
September, for the 20th time the "Al-Aqgsa in danger" festival was celebrated, led by the main leader of
the campaign, head of the Islamic Movement in northern Israel, Raed Salah. In his speech, Salah called
for Muslims to go to Jerusalem, free it, and make it the capital of the Islamic caliphate.

6. Contrary to Israel's policies against Jewish terror, the Palestinian Authority glorifies the children who
go out with knives to stab Jewish children in the name of the struggle over Al-Agsa. One of the first
events of this third Intifada, was the stabbing to death of two Jews in the alleys of the Old City in October
2015. Security cameras on site caught the wife of one of the dead men running in panic to call for help.
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Arab merchants in the alley stood and watched. One of them sipped a can of cola in his hand. No one
came to help.

Still, I chose to show you a slightly more optimistic video summary. Regardless of the children
undergoing brainwashing in this video, one brave Arab came and asked the preacher to stop. At the end
the children were urged to continue. The expression that they are shouting — “Khaybar” — refers to the
Battle of Khaybar, the most fertile and richest oasis in Hijaz (present-day Saudi Arabia). Jews were
tolerated in Khaybar and that characterized the relations of between the Muslim rulers and the Jews
over the years. Today, however, the practical meaning of this call is to kill Jews.

Jerusalem: Heart of Our Heart By Elie Wiesel
Jerusalem is above politics.

Nobel Prize-winning author and Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel today took out a full-page ad in the Wall
Street Journal, in the form an open letter to President Obama, with whom Wiesel visited the Buchenwald
death camp last year. Here is the text of the letter.

For Jerusalem

It was inevitable: Jerusalem once again is at the center of political debates and international storms.

New and old tensions surface at a disturbing pace. Seventeen times destroyed and seventeen times

rebuilt, it is still in the middle of diplomatic confrontations that could lead to armed conflict. Neither
Athens nor Rome has aroused that many passions.

For me, the Jew that | am, Jerusalem is above politics. It is mentioned more than six hundred times in
Scripture-and not a single time in the Koran. Its presence in Jewish history is overwhelming. There is no
more moving prayer in Jewish history than the one expressing our yearning to return to Jerusalem. To
many theologians, it IS Jewish history, to many poets, a source of inspiration. It belongs to the Jewish
people and is much more than a city, it is what binds one Jew to another in a way that remains hard to
explain. When a Jew visits Jerusalem for the first time, it is not the first time; it is a homecoming. The
first song | heard was my mother’s lullaby about and for Jerusalem. Its sadness and its joy are part of our
collective memory.

When a Jew visits Jerusalem for the first time, it is a homecoming.

Since King David took Jerusalem as his capital, Jews have dwelled inside its walls with only two
interruptions; when Roman invaders forbade them access to the city and again, when under Jordanian
occupation. Jews, regardless of nationality, were refused entry into the old Jewish quarter to meditate
and pray at the Wall, the last vestige of Solomon’s temple. It is important to remember: had Jordan not
joined Egypt and Syria in the 1967 war against Israel, the old city of Jerusalem would still be Arab.
Clearly, while Jews were ready to die for Jerusalem they would not kill for Jerusalem.

Today, for the first time in history, Jews, Christians and Muslims all may freely worship at their shrines.
And, contrary to certain media reports, Jews, Christians and Muslims ARE allowed to build their homes
anywhere in the city. The anguish over Jerusalem is not about real estate but about memory.

What is the solution? Pressure will not produce a solution. Is there a solution? There must be, there
will be. Why tackle the most complex and sensitive problem prematurely? Why not first take steps
which will allow the Israeli and Palestinian communities to find ways to live together in an atmosphere of
security. Why not leave the most difficult, the most sensitive issue, for such a time?
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Jerusalem must remain the world’s Jewish spiritual capital, not a symbol of anguish and bitterness, but a
symbol of trust and hope. As the Hasidic master Rebbe Nahman of Bratslav said, “Everything in this
world has a heart; the heart itself has its own heart.”

Jerusalem is the heart of our heart, the soul of our soul.

The fact is and always will be that this city is holy to everyone - such is its blessing and its
curse By Yossi Sarid
For Jerusalem, a response to Elie Wiesel
For Jerusalem’s sake I, like you, will not rest.
With great interest | read the beautiful open letter you penned to the U.S. president that appeared in the
Washington Post, Wall Street Journal and International Herald Tribune on Friday, and which will appear
in the New York Times today. From it | learned that you know much about heavenly Jerusalem, but less
so about its counterpart here on earth.
An outsider reading your letter would probably have concluded that peace has already taken root in the
City of Peace. He would learn that in Jerusalem, Jews, Christians and Muslims worship their gods
unimpeded, that “all are allowed to build their homes anywhere in the city.”
Someone has deceived you, my dear friend. Not only may an Arab not build “anywhere,” but he may
thank his god if he is not evicted from his home and thrown out onto the street with his family and
property. Perhaps you’ve heard about Arab residents in Sheikh Jarrah, having lived there since 1948,
who are again being uprooted and made refugees because certain Jews are chafing from Jerusalem’s
space constraints.
Those same zealous Jews insist on inserting themselves like so many bones in the throats of Arab
neighborhoods, purifying and Judaizing them with the help of rich American benefactors, several of
whom you may know personally. Behind the scenes our prime minister and Jerusalem’s mayor are
pulling the strings of this puppet show while in public deflecting responsibility for this lawlessness and
greed. That is the real reason for the “new and old tensions surfacing at a disturbing pace” of which
your warn in your letter.
For some reason your historical survey missed an event of the utmost importance, namely the
destruction of the Temple. If we are already citing events that happened here 2,000 years ago, let us
recall the Sicarii, who blinded by religious zeal murdered opponents within the Jewish community and
brought on us the disaster of our 2,000-year exile. We have no choice, you and |, but to ask whether
history is now repeating itself.
You, my dear friend, evoke the Jews’ biblical deed to Jerusalem, thereby imbuing our current conflict
with messianic hues. As if our diplomatic quarrels weren’t enough, the worst of our enemies would be
glad to dress this epic conflict in the garb of a holy war. We had better not join ranks with them, even if
unintentionally.
The fact is and always will be that this city is holy to everyone - such is its blessing and its curse. That’s
why the solution to the Jerusalem problem can’t wait for the end of the Middle East conflict as you
suggest, because it will have no end if its resolution is postponed until “the Israeli and Palestinian
communities find ways to live together in an atmosphere of security.”
“Jerusalem is above politics,” you write. It is unfortunate that a man of your standing must confuse
fundamental issues and confound the reader. Is it not politics that deals with mankind’s weightiest
issues, with matters of war and peace, life and death? And is life itself not holier than historical rights,

41

israel.cleveland.next is a project of the Jewish Federation of Cleveland, administered through @Akiva



- - PROMOTING JEWISH IDENTITY AMONG CLEVELAND'S TEENS -

than national and personal memory - holier even than Jerusalem? The living always take precedence
over the dead, as must the present and future over the past.

There is nothing in our world “above politics.” Yes, politics creates problems, but only through it can
those same problems be resolved.

Barack Obama appears well aware of his obligations to try to resolve the world’s ills, particularly ours
here. Why then undercut him and tie his hands? On the contrary, let’s allow him to use his clout to save
us from ourselves, to help both bruised and battered nations and free them from their prison. Then he
can push both sides to divide the city into two capitals - to give Jewish areas to the Jews and Arab areas
to the Arabs - and assign the Holy Basin to an agreed-on international authority.

Only then can Jerusalem be maintained as “the world’s Jewish spiritual capital,” as you write. The Jewish
spirit does not need Sheikh Jarrah, Silwan, Abu Dis and Shoafat to fulfill God’s command to Abraham to
“Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it.”
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Welcome to Israel

hrdTempiecom
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Excerpt from Herzl’s The Jewish State (1896)

The Jewish question persists wherever Jews live in appreciable numbers. Wherever it does not exist, it is
brought in together with Jewish immigrants. We are naturally drawn into those places where we are not
persecuted, and our appearance there gives rise to persecution. This is the case, and will inevitably be
so, everywhere, even in highly civilized countries—see, for instance, France—so long as the Jewish
guestion is not solved on the political level. The unfortunate Jews are now carrying the seeds of anti-
Semitism into England; they have already introduced it into America...

We have sincerely tried everywhere to merge with the national communities in which we live, seeking
only to preserve the faith of our fathers. It is not permitted us. In vain are we loyal patriots, sometimes
super-loyal; in vain do we make the same sacrifices of life and property as our fellow citizens; in vain do
we strive to enhance the fame our of native lands in the arts and sciences, or her wealth by trade and
commerce. In our native lands where we have lived for centuries we are still decried as aliens, often by
men whose ancestors had not yet come at a time when Jewish sighs had long been heard in the country.
The majority decide who the “alien” is; this, and all else in the relations between peoples, is a matter of
power. | do not surrender any part of our prescriptive right when | make this statement merely in my
own name, as an individual. In the world as it now is and will probably remain, for an indefinite period,
might takes precedence over right. It is without avail, therefore, for us to be loyal patriots, as were the
Huguenots, who were forced to emigrate. If we were left in peace...

But | think we shall not be left in peace.

45
israel.cleveland.next is a project of the Jewish Federation of Cleveland, administered through @Akiva

PARIve | 26500 Shusker Souleverd | Clavelsny, Ohle 43322 | 216.357.1380 | akivacieveland

Bhins 0 ¢ benotuiy apmary of 1o oot ommenlion o Chrvatemnd ood 8 (10011 agary of Sue lvasih | Aveolbon (srans of Cloostond J@.—:@*




— PROMOTING JEWISH IDENTITY AMONG CLEVELAND'S TEENS

Prayer for the State of Israel

MNYNI INMY MUNXT OXIV NPT NN T3 1980 DRIV N8, 0MPIV V1IN
DMV, UNTY NNXY TR NSV J25Y NOD DY VA0 TN N1INI D2y 1D
WK DN, DYTR IN M0 T DN PIN 1900 NI NV opm s
22 DNX ANY PV DY NARY) 1IN DY MY, 09080 Hng MO nyw»
TV REY DPHRIP AR DIVIN) ,ONMH MIIN I3 NFTRI Sy
LMVUN NIPA FAT N OXT - TTAY NUHD MIND 3N ,72¢ PYn DY)
TDAN WY WK VIR PN PTO% T ANIN) AN OV PIOK N 133 OYR
NN XTI MIDON? VIAF? TN (-T2 ©M37) "TRINS TN TIVD) DY
0D MIY ARTE OWEH TIT R NT0R VY N2V MM MIT 29 N 0 e

D BRI NPV TR 7D NN LI 23D PP 2 2 FIY NN IO YN JDYW NP
D70 DX NPYN D23 MDY TVN DRV DN M

Our God in Heaven, Rock and Redeemer of Israel, bless the State of Israel, the first manifestation of the
approach of our redemption. Shield it with Your loving-kindness, envelop it in Your peace, and bestow
Your light and truth upon its leaders, ministers, and advisors, and grace them with Your good counsel.
Strengthen the hands of those who defend our holy land, grant them deliverance, and adorn them in a
mantle of victory. Ordain peace in the land and grant its inhabitants eternal happiness. Lead them,
swiftly and upright, to Your city Zion and to Jerusalem, the abode of Your Name, as is written in the Torah
of Your servant Moses: “Even if your outcasts are at the ends of the world, from there the Lord your God
will gather you, from there He will fetch you. And the Lord your God will bring you to the land that your
fathers possessed, and you shall possess it; and He will make you more prosperous and more numerous
than your fathers.” Draw our hearts together to revere and venerate Your name and to observe all the
precepts of Your Torah, and send us quickly the Messiah son of David, agent of Your vindication, to
redeem those who await Your deliverance. Manifest Yourself in the splendor of Your boldness before the
eyes of all inhabitants of Your world, and may everyone endowed with a soul affirm that the Lord, God of
Israel, is king and his dominion is absolute. Amen forevermore.

Prayer for the IDF

PNIV? NND NI PN DN TIZ) NN AP PNYY DNIIR WNMIAN T3V
SYTIN O 121 DN 1T TY) NIPD 2120 WNON 1Y) VEIN YR Y D THWD
ONN9Y DX WY RPN WINN NN N P2 .0 MINI NV N3WN N1 7y
N2V N2NRY P33 D0 DRI MY 2210 W20 NX X2 MY NN 113 vIiITRn
IV N3 DIV DPAND WY 12T 00T NN 523 NNYSM N3
oY 02Y DNYNY DARY TPNN DNON N 2 1 21NPN DNJ OPM . INF NV
S AN IV : DINN WVIN? DN
God Who blessed our forefathers Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, -- may God bless the fighters of the Israel
Defense Forces, who stand guard over our land and the cities of our God, from the border of the
Lebanon to the desert of Egypt, and from the Great Sea unto the approach of the Aravah, on the land, in
the air, and on the sea. May the Almighty cause the enemies who rise up against us to be struck down
before them. May the Holy One, Blessed is God, preserve and rescue our fighters from every trouble and
distress and from every plague and iliness, and may He send blessing and success in their every
endeavor.
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]

May God lead our enemies under our soldiers’ sway and may God grant them salvation and crown them
with victory. And may there be fulfilled for them the verse: For it is the Lord your God, Who goes with
you to battle your enemies for you to save you. Now let us respond: Amen.

The Story of the Compass

“When | was a child | had a beloved uncle who brought gifts every time he
visited. One day he gave me a little compass and taught me how to find the
north. | took the compass with me everywhere | went, and the first thing | did
was find out where the north was. In every place the needle showed the north.
At school, in the playground, in my room, in Father’s store. On his next visit, my
uncle asked me a riddle: If you stand right at the north pole, where will the
needle point?

His question stumped me, and he rejected every answer | could think of. Then
he told me: There, in the north pole, the needle will go mad. It will point up, down, sideways, every
which way. The compass is good for showing the north in every place on Earth except for the north itself.

That is what my uncle said. And the moral?

How easy was Zionism when all it consisted of was longings for Zion. In all the corners of the
Diaspora, in Poland and Russia and Yemen and Morocco, the needle pointed the way, showed us what
must be done. But from the moment we came here, to Zion, the needle went mad.”

(“The World A Moment Later” by Amir Gutfreund)
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Our Logistical Leader and Educator
Our logistical leader and educator in Israel will be Yam Frish. Yam was born in
Raanana and grew up in Gderot settlements, in the South of Israel. During her
high school years in Kibbutz Givat Brenner she was an active member in the
Scouts movement as a Chanich and Madricha. After school she did a year of
service (ShinShin) in Cleveland volunteering in the Jewish community. It was a
very meaningful and eye opening tima for Yam, as she experienced the life of
American jews and met the lovely people of Cleveland. During her army she
served as an Air Forces's intelligence officer. For the last 2 month, after finishing
her army service, she has been working on educating people in Israel to recycle.
This summer she is working with the Israel Experience and is looking forward to
meeting you on icnext.
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Sunday, June 19 - Departure from Cleveland

_\@ Photographs of the Day - Shai P., Noa I.
\)

Airport Discussions leaders - Zachary N, Sam G, Allison C,,
Shira O. and Jonah Ro.

@ Gabrielle S, Hannah C

Monday, June 20 (Arrival in Israel- 5:30pm)

.‘@ Photographs of the Day - Shai P., Noa .

6:30- Drive to Mashabei Sade, Negev
8:30- Check in
8:30- Dinner
9:00-10:00- Israel from the inside - challenges and
opportunities- Dr. Guy Ben Porat, Ben-Gurion University of the
Negev

@ Arielle S.

10:00-10:45- Reflection
10:45- Good night

Overnight: Mashabei Sade, Negev

Dr Guy Ben-Porat was born in Israel (1967), studied at Tel-Aviv

University and Johns Hopkins University (Ph.D. in Political Science).

In his first book Global Liberalism, Local Populism; Peace and Conflict

in Israel/Palestine and Northern Ireland he explored the peace

process in Israel and Northern Ireland. His latest book engages with processes and
dilemmas of secularization in contemporary Israel. He is the father of two daughters and
lives in Lehavim, in the south of Israel.
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Tuesday, June 21 - The South

N\

-

\/
% Photographs of the Day - Caleb S., Jonah R.

9:00- Opening program with Yam Frish
10:00-10:30 Before Jerusalem Discussion - Jonah Ru. Arielle
S.

@ Roz M.

Visit Sderot and lunch

@ Rachel P., Jonah Ro.

Tour of Kibbutz Erez and its area

Pétra
1O

@ llie s )t (aMaEr‘\
ieS. ! \
‘. u
4:00- Drive to Jerusalem S "'\ ¢
6:00- Check in = /'7 !
7:00- On the Road to Tel Aviv
8:00- Dinner
8:30- ‘Kazablan’, the musical at the Cameri Theater, Tel Aviv
B3 i
11:00- Back to Jerusalem
11:30-12:00am - Reflection
12:00am- Good night
Overnight: Bait Vagan, Jerusalem
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The Negev

For many visitors, the Negev, the desert part of the
trip, leaves the strongest impression of Israel. It does
not have as many historical sites as Jerusalem or the
Galilee, but it probably looks much more like the
Israel many first timers expect to see, with vast
. empty spaces and camels and Bedouin on the
horizon. The Negev has an important role in Israel’s
heritage
and a chief role in the vision of the future.

The word Negev appears in the Bible and translates
to “dry”. The Biblical commentator Rashi explains “it is called Negev because at all times it is dry, there is
no shade from trees and the sun is always shining and drying it out.” The modern Hebrew word for
desert, “Midbar”, means place of grazing. The Bedouin sheep and goats will also depict that aspect of
the desert. Since the Negev is in the southern part of the country, “Negev” took on the meaning “south”
as well.

The Negev is the name of the southern “triangle” of the State of Israel. Its north and east borders are
natural borders: the Arava rift valley in the west (which is also the border with Jordan) and the Beer
Sheva valley in the north. The eastern border of the Negev—a straight line—is the Sinai Peninsula and
the international border of Egypt. There are no natural landmarks that delineate this border. The Negev
highlands are made up of mountains between 600 and 1000 meters tall. The climate in the Negev is dry
—200mm of rain fall annually in the Beer Sheva area, 100mm in Mitzpeh Ramon, and only 25mm in
Eilat. Even though rain is sparse in the Negeyv, flash floods in the river beds are common in the winter
months, but the rocky terrain doesn’t allow for infiltration of the water. The Negev has unique geological
formations such as the three Machteshim (craters), and has natural resources important for different
industries.

The Negev holds an important role in Jewish history as well. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob lived in the
Negev. King Solomon made a road that ran through the Negev, connecting Judeah to Eilat (Etzion
Gever). Similar to today, this road connected the Jewish kingdom to the markets of the Far East. The
scenery of the Negev was also the inspiration for some of the Psalms and for the words of the prophets.
These deep roots led the Negev to be central in David Ben Gurion’s Zionist vision of the development of
the Negev.

Today the Negev is home to a wide variety of lifestyles. Beer Sheva is the capital of the Negev and has all
the provisions of a modern city, such as a university, a hospital, a shopping mall, etc. The Negev is home
to development towns, kibbutzim, moshavim, Bedouin towns and encampments, and the many hikers
and nature lovers from all over the country that find inner peace in its wilderness.
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Sderot

Sderot is a western Negev city in the Southern District of Israel.
According to the Israel Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS), at the end
of 2006 the city had a total population of 19,300. The city has been
an ongoing target of Qassam rocket attacks from the Gaza Strip. In
March 2008, the mayor said the population had declined by
10%-15% (aid organizations say the figure is closer to 25%) as
families left the city in desperation. Many of the families that remain
cannot afford to move out or are unable to sell their homes.

Less than a mile from Gaza, Sderot has been the target of Palestinian rocket attacks that have killed 13
residents, wounded hundreds, caused millions of dollars in damage, disrupted daily life and wreaked
havoc on the local economy. According to MSNBC, “nearly everyone [has been] traumatized by the
frequent sound of air-raid sirens and explosions of incoming projectiles”. All local schools have been
fortified. From mid-June 2007 to mid-February 2008, 771 rockets and 857 mortar bombs were fired at
Sderot and the western Negev, an average of three or four each a day.

Kibbutz Erez

Kibbutz Erez, situated 18 kilometers south of Ashkelon, was founded in ‘bq
1949 on sand dunes near the Gaza Strip. It is one of 11 settlements in
the Shaar Hanegev Regional Council. "Erez" is Hebrew for cedar tree.

The kibbutz's founding members were pioneer youth from the Noar
Oved (United Kibbutz) movement. Primary economic fields today

include field crops, orchards, citrus groves, animal husbandry, and "Erez [~
Thermoplastics Products". Kibbutz Erez numbers 402 members.

Kazablan
Set in the 1950s, the residents of a rundown neighborhood in Jaffa, new
immigrants from different ethnic communities, rise up against the authorities’
decision to tear down the neighborhood. Kazablan, a young man of Moroccan
extraction, is in love with Rachel, the daughter of Feldman, the Ashkenazi head of
the neighborhood committee who objects to a “Moroccan knife” associating with
his daughter. As the compelling and surprising plot unfolds, from the leader of a
Jaffa street gang Kazablan becomes the leader of a just struggle. His glorious
military past comes to light and he becomes a local hero who is much loved by all,
including Feldman, Rachel’s father. The songs of the musical, such as Kol Hakavod .
and Yesh Makom, have long since become part of the Israeli “soundtrack”. The B .S
musical, for which Kazablan’s creator, Yigal Mossinson, received the David’s Harp
Award in 1966, addresses several issues that are at the heart of Israeli society: social inequality,
Ashkenazi-Sephardi relations, inter-ethnic marriage, acceptance of the other and the different, social
protest, and the struggle for social justice that began back then, in the small Jaffa neighborhood.
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Wednesday, June 22 - Jerusalem - Part 1

\\/ Py

@ Photographs of the Day - Adam M., Leah M.

7:30- Breakfast
8:30- The Holy Basin Tour with Yaron Ovadia, including the temple mount (security permitting) and the
old city of Jerusalem

@ Jessica L.

12:0- Lunch

1:00- Principles of Leadership workshop with Ze’ev Ben Shachar, Jerusalem U:
How can we empower students to view themselves as actors in Jewish history? How can we instill in them
the belief in their ability to make a meaningful impact in the world? This presentation attempts to address
this million dollar question through interactive exercises, inspiring video clips and life stories of leaders in the
Jewish world and beyond. This session will culminate with a case study which will give students the
opportunity to work on their Year 2 projects.

@ Sarah B., Erica K.

3:00-6:00- Security tour of East Jerusalem (starting at Mt. Scopus) with Yaron Ovadia

@ Sam G.

6:00-8:30 - Dinner, The Israeli ice cream/popsicles reviews and interviews at the First Station location

@ Allison C., Jonah Ru., Dalia S.

9:00-10:00- The Israeli Arab/Palestinian narrative- Dr. Guy Ben Porat

i David G.

10:00-10:30- Reflection

10:30- Good night

Overnight: Bait VaGan hostel, Jerusalem
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Yaron Ovadia was born in Jerusalem and spent most of his life in
the ancient city. His Favorite Tours are related to The Israeli-Arab
conflict, relations between the religions and Jerusalem in the
conflict. B.A. in Middle East studies and Islam from the Hebrew
University Masters Degree in Middle East studies and Islam from
Ben Gurion University, Thesis paper about the Palestinian
National Identity. Nature guide from the society for the
protection of nature in Israel (SPNI) israel tour guide — Tourist
guide from the ministry of tourism Linguistic editor from Beit-
Berl College.

The Holy Basin
Jerusalem has long been considered a huge issue in the Israeli-Palestinians Question. In 1947, when the
United Nations put forward a plan to partition the land into two states, it proposed placing Greater
Jerusalem and Greater Bethlehem into an international zone called the “Holy Basin.” This Holy Basin
would be neither part of Israel nor Palestine, to remove the sensitive region from the conflict. However,
as fate would have it, the partition plan was rejected by the Palestinians who then launched a war to
destroy Israel in May 1948, together with armies from Transjordan, Lebanon, Syria, Egypt and Iraq. At
war’s end, the Holy Basin was divided with the western half of Greater Jerusalem and Hebrew University
falling under Israeli control, and Greater Bethlehem and the eastern half of Jerusalem falling under Arab
control (Jordan annexed the area and granted the Palestinian Arabs there citizenship). The sensitivity
over the Holy Basin is due to the fact that it holds many holy sites for the three monotheistic religions. A
short list includes:

The Temple Mount/ The Noble Sanctuary (Jerusalem). Jewish and Muslim

Al Agsa Mosque (Jerusalem). Muslim

Dome of the Rock (Jerusalem). Jewish and Muslim

The Wailing Wall / Kotel (Jerusalem). Jewish

Church of the Holy Sepulchre (Jerusalem). Christian

Dormition Abbey (Jerusalem). Christian

The Old City (Jerusalem). Jewish

Church of the Nativity (Bethlehem). Christian

The Tomb of Rachel (Bethlehem). Jewish
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There are many other churches, synagogues and mosques in the Holy Basin, however, these sites are
considered sacred as various events are believed to have occurred at these locations. For Christians, the
churches were built on the various spots where Jesus and Mary are thought to have had significant life
events. For Muslims, the Al Agsa Mosque is considered to be the place where Mohammed ascended to
heaven. For Jews, the Temple Mount is not only considered to be the place of two Temples, but also the
spot where Abraham brought Isaac for a sacrifice.

Zeev Ben-Shachar is Jerusalem U's Director of Israel Education. He
oversees curriculum development and is Senior Educator for the JU
Israel Gap Year Program, a leadership development program for post-
high school students studying in Israel. The course — taught in over 20
schools to 500 students — provides a comprehensive foundation of
Israel-related knowledge and addresses the issues at the heart of the
Arab-Israeli conflict. Zeev lectures widely at synagogues, youth
movements, Jewish federations, college campuses and national and
international conferences, in Israel and abroad, in English and

Hebrew. He has a BA in Psychology from Harvard — later teaching

there and receiving a certificate of distinction for teaching —and a

Masters in Middle Eastern Studies from Tel Aviv University. He was a soldier and commander in the IDF’s
Sayeret Givati Brigade. Among his many talents, Zeev is also a spinning instructor and personal fitness
trainer in Jerusalem. He has even combined his passions in a “Spinning Through Israel Course,” in which
he takes students on a virtual cinematic tour of Israel while both teacher and class are pedaling on their
spinning bikes!

Ice-Cream - Did you know that the average Israeli eats about 10 liters of
ice cream per year? Of course there’s vanilla, chocolate and strawberry,
or even Israeli Prime Minister, Bibi Netanyahu'’s favorite flavor —
pistachio.

But Israelis like to experiment too, with flavors unique to the Middle East
— hummus ice cream, for example, made with chickpeas and topped
with olive oil and pine nuts. Doesn’t it look delicious? Please taste and
review the ice-cream flavors unique to this area.

Popsicles aren’t just for kids anymore by Assaf Duda

The craft popsicle movement is solidifying around the world.
The simple, sticky childhood treat that made hot summer days
extra special and turned tongues bright, unnatural colors the
world over is getting a 21st-century reboot.
The popsicle, once nothing more than water, sugar and artificial
flavor, is being carried into adulthood via a handful of artisanal
popsicle shops specializing in seasonal fruits and unique
combinations. From New York-based People's Pops to Israel's
Latin-American-influenced Paletas to Atlanta's King of Pops, it seems that popsicle consumption is no
longer a child's game. Touted as an alternative to the traditional dessert, these popsicle makers have
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been able to obtain, then maintain, a devoted following thanks to creative — and quintessentially mature
— flavors like chocolate sea salt and strawberry basil.

"More than changing what people think about ice pops, | think we're part of a larger movement of
people changing the way they think about food ...," said People's Pops co-founder David Carrel. That
shop has expanded to four locations in New York City since opening in 2008, with growth on the horizon.
People's Pops have become a hit in NYC. Nomi Zysblat's use of the Mexican-style, all natural fruit-based
popsicle, called a "paleta," has become a hit in Tel Aviv. Before opening her stand there, the culinary
school graduate was introduced to paletas in bodegas around New York. That's when she fell in love with
the idea of making popsicles. Before returning to Israel to sell her pops, she spent two months in Mexico
honing her craft from authentic "paleteros."

These days, Zysblat's paletas are a hit. She loves experimenting with unusual flavors, like tahini, silan
(date honey) and wine, and her customers love trying them out.

-

Zysblat's popular "Mila" popsicles are named, she said, after the
daughter of a friend. The process seems simple — if you don’t take into
account the multitude of hours spent perfecting the recipe. Bananas
are peeled and smashed. Tahini, yogurt, peanut butter, silan and milk
are added, topped with some water, and the whole thing is blended
until the right texture is achieved; the Mila is on the verge of chunky,
yet creamy and very rich in flavor.

The mixture is poured into the molds, which are then submerged in
water mixed with an anti-freeze agent to allow the water to drop to 4
degrees below zero, for about 20 minutes. When taken out, the molds
let out a "pop!" and the paletas drop like fruit from a tree.

Some of Zysblat's popsicles rely on familiar Israeli tastes: pomegranate with lemon and nana (Israeli
mint), orange and chocolate and citrus with Arak (Israeli anise, similar to Ouzo).

But it's equally important for her to “keep the Mexican spirit alive with their
simplicity and appreciation for seasonal fruits,” she said, such as pineapple-chili,
avocado, roasted coconut, jalapefio-lime and guava.

Zysblat sells her paletas in festivals, farmer's markets and a booth at a Jerusalem
railway station. She plans to open a storefront shop in the coming months.

Like Zysblat, the three brothers at the helm of Atlanta's King of Pops first took a
liking to paletas while on the beach in Central America. After being laid off by a
large financial company, the youngest brother, Steven, decided there were "no
more excuses not to follow his dreams," according to the shop's website. Now, King
of Pops operates five other shops around the southeastern U.S. in addition to its
Atlanta location. They also take orders for custom pops and can transform your favorite cocktail into pop
form, which they call a "poptail."

“I’'ve never seen anyone eat a popsicle and not smile,” Brooklyn-based chef Rob Newton, who
handcrafts popsicles to sell out of his Vietnamese street-food shop, told the Nation's

Restaurant News. “That’s a good way to end a meal.”
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http://www.entrepreneur.com/video/223995
http://www.fromthegrapevine.com/israeli-kitchen/are-dates-new-low-glycemic-sugar-substitute
http://www.fromthegrapevine.com/health/health-benefits-pomegranates
http://atlanta.kingofpops.net/about/our_story
http://nrn.com/dessert-trends/artisanal-popsicles-trend-summer-menus
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Thursday, June 23 - Jerusalem - Part 2

N\

\/
-@ Photographs of the Day — Hannah K., Arielle S.

7:30- Breakfast
8:30-11:30- Russian food and much more - Vadim Blumin

@ Shira 0., Adam M.

11:30-12:00- Lunch
12:00-2:00- Visit to the Israel Museum - The “Hadrian And Emperor
cast in Bronze” exhibit

@ Sam G.

2:00-4:00- Drive to Beit Shean plus Reflection
4:00- Introduction to the Beit Shean/Emek Hamaayanot Valley - a
view from the Gilboa

@ Caleb S. lsrae'

The Mifgash

5:00- Meet the Israelis
6:00- Masterchef style dinner and introduction activity with Israelis

@ Leah M., Noa I.

8:00-9:30- Night tour of Beit Shean

@ Sammi R.

9:30- Good night

Overnight: Beit Shean and Emek Hamaayanot - Home hospitality
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Vadim Blumin is the Content and Training Specialist for Makom and an historian
and activist in the fields of Jewish Education and Civil Society in Israel. Formerly,
Vadim headed JAFI’s Education Department in St. Petersburg, Russia, and served
as Executive Director to the nonprofit “1+1: Association of Immigrant Youth.”
Vadim has also participated in the GVANIM program for pluralism and leadership,
as well as the JDC-ELKA Mashmaut training program for Directors-General of
Voluntary Organizations. He is a Board Member of ‘Be Free

Israel’ (‘IsraelHofsheet’), a member of the Content Committee, Limmud-FSU, and
one of the founders of the ‘1.5 Generation — Russian-speaking Israelis’. He lives in
Ramat-Gan with Roman and their daughter, Danielle.

The Israel Museum

The Shrine of the Book is a wing of the Israel Museum in Jerusalem. It houses
several exceptional archaeological finds, including the Dead Sea Scrolls,
discovered in 1947-56 in 11 caves in and around the Wadi Qumran. The dome
covers a structure that is two-thirds below the ground, and is reflected in a
pool of water that surrounds it. The striking juxtaposition of the white dome
and black basalt wall, precise and opposing geometrical shapes, creates a
monumental effect and an extraordinary phenomenon in the Israeli landscape.

In honor of 50 years since it first opened, the Israel Museum is launching a
new exhibition that takes us back in time and drops us into the year 1965.
Travel through an immersive and sensory experience of ordinary life, set against the backdrop of the
cultural and artistic landscape of the period.

Hadrian: An Emperor Cast in Bronze, the exhibit - Three extant
bronze portraits of the Emperor Hadrian (117 — 138 CE) are
brought together for a first-time display in the Israel museum,
marking a symbolic return of the Emperor to Jerusalem, whose
last visit to the city was in 130 CE. One from the British Museum,
found in 1834 in London in the river Thames; the other, from the
collection of the Louvre Museum, thought to have originated in
Egypt or Asia Minor, The third, found in the camp of the Sixth
Roman Legion in Tel Shalem near Beit Shean, which is on display at
the Israel Museum's permanent exhibition. Seemingly alike, though each with its own unique set of
characteristics, the portraits highlight the multifaceted and contradictory aspects of Hadrian’s character.
With his abundant energy, keen intellect, and wide-ranging interests, Hadrian is considered one of the
Roman Empire’s more enlightened rulers. However, his ruthless suppression of the Bar Kokhba revolt
and the subsequent destruction of Judaea make him a much-loathed figure in Jewish history.
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/29N Mifgash

Etymology - From the root ¥/"2™9 (p-g-sh).
Noun - &/29R(mifgash) m (plural indefinite form D'WA9N, singular construct form "¥29N, plural
construct form “/29n)

1.A gathering, meet-up, convention: a pre-planned meeting of members of an organization, party,
movement, or the like.
N9 (p'gishd) f (plural indefinite form MY A9, singular construct form "NE/129, plural construct

form "NE129)

1.A meeting: an instance of meeting.

2.Meeting: the act of meeting.

Kitei nivim stumim - ze dai
Veshuv hetzif hakol, ve shuv
hakol his'ir

Mishbar ha'osher vehadvai.

Af secher shichechah -
baniti li magen

Hinneh haya kelo haya.
Ve'al birkai echra,

al sfat agam so'en

Lishtot mimmeno li rvayah

pieces of vague phrases enough
And again flooded, and again
stormed all

a heavy wave of happiness and
distress.

Even a dam of forgetting

- | built a shield

Here it is as it never was.
And | will fall on my knees,
on a roaring lake's shore,
to drink my fill from it.

PGISHA, CHATZI PGISHA MEETING, HALF A MEETING 5N/ N9 YN ,NKYM9
Pgisha, chatzi pgisha, Meeting, half a meeting, 02N ,NK"9 YN ,NK1A9
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The Region - Beit Shean is a city in the North district of Israel, which has
played an important role historically due to its geographical location at
the junction of the Jordan River Valley and Jezreel Valley.

The mayor of Beit She’an is Jacky Levy. Beit She’an was the hometown
and political power base of his father, David Levy, a prominent figure in
Israeli politics. About 18,000 people live in the municipality.

The Beit-She’an-Valley of Springs-Cleveland Partnership ‘

The Beit-She’an-Valley of Springs-Cleveland Partnership is one of the veteran 2GETHER ““
partnerships in the unique initiative of the Jewish Agency, to build ‘
connections between Israel communities and Jewish communities around iny

the world. It began in 1995 and has been a platform for community ‘ f,:[‘
development and various connections between Beit She’an, Valley of Springs ‘

and Cleveland ever since. Every activity emphasizes using empowering

cooperation, and creates interpersonal and inter-community relationships which affect different aspects
of life — whether it’s community pride and responsibility or Jewish and Zionist identity — of all the
participants and their various social circles.

The Partnership is being lead by a steering committee, combined of municipalities’ representatives and
volunteers, residents of the region’s community and Cleveland.

As part of the Strategic Planning Process, which took place in 2011-2012, it has been decided that the
Partnership will focus on three main fields: education, community development and tourism. This will
be done through the two unique tools of the Partnership: volunteerism and the connection to the Jewish
community in Cleveland.

Valley of Springs is a regional council in northern Israel that encompasses most of the settlements in the
Beit She’an Valley. Each Kibbutz and Moshav has a fascinating history. The mayor of Valley of Springs
Regional Council is Yoram Karin. About 13,000 people live in the sixteen Kibbutzim and six

Moshavim located in its municipal territory. Tourists from all over the world and Israel travel to Beit
She’an, to tour the impressive dig site and learn about 5,000 years of history. And there’s more to see
and taste in the region — parks and springs, delicious meals from the home hospitality project, unique
agricultural farms and sites such as Eden farm or Bio Bee, beautiful private gardens and collections,
fascinating people who tell the stories of the region and its history.

The main means of transport in Beit She’an is the bus, and the city is served by the Egged buses for long-
distance (bus 961 to and from Jerusalem) and Kavim for short-distances (411 and 412 to and from Afula).
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Friday, June 24 - Mifgash

-\

Photographs of the Day — Allison C., Erica K.
8:00- A visit to Eden Farm
@ Zachary N.
9:30-12:30- Water activity and lunch in the Kibbutzim Creek
12:30- Before Shabbat- Documenting Shabbat meal preparations at host families

@ Hannah K., Allison C., Shira O., Shai P., Dalia S.

Overnight: Beit Shean and Emek Hamaayanot - Home hospitality

Shabbat, June 25 - Shabbat
Spending Shabbat with host families

Motzaei Shabbat/After Shabbat -
a. Discussion - Sammi R. Erica K. b. Social activity with the Israelis

@ The Shabbat Experience — Hannah C., Lilli R., Gabrielle S.

Overnight: Beit Shean and Emek Hamaayanot - Home hospitality

Eden Farm - an agricultural experimental station established
in 1937 and still used by agriculturalists from the Valley of
Spring to study a variety of subjects including plant varieties,
agro-technology, innovations, removal of barriers and closing
gaps in knowledge.

i‘iiﬁn‘:‘.‘ ’.g.‘.l
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Sunday, June 26 - The North

G / 2
‘@ Photographs of the Day - Jessica L., Shira O.

7:30- Travel to the North
8:00-2:30- Tour of the Golan Heights with Sarit Zehavi including
lunch

@ David G., Sam G.

3:00-4:30- A tour of Elite Chocolate factory

@ Sarah B.

5:00-7:00- Visit to the Jewish Kurdish Heritage center: Exploring
the people, kitchen, and culture (including dinner)

@ Erica K.

7:00-9:00- Final program with Israelis

9:00- Good night

Overnight: Beit Shean and Emek Hamaayanot - Home Hospitality

Major (Res.) Sarit Zehavi served for over 14 years in the Israeli Defense Forces
specializing in the Military Intelligence Corps - first at the Research and Analysis
Division, followed by a stint at the OC Northern Command. During her
distinguished military service, she gained wide experiences in briefing hundreds
of delegations, ranging from US Senators and politicians, in addition to global
military VIP's as well as journalists and visiting delegations — including JFNA,
Keren Hayesod and many global Jewish organizations..
Sarit focuses on multi-disciplined material, based on her expertise on the Arab
A media specializing in: Lebanon, Turkey, and national security issues and
challenges along Israel's volatile northern border. She also holds an M.A. degree
on Middle East Studies from Ben Gurion University. Sarit is a mother of three and a proud resident of the
northern Galilee.
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- -~ E The Golan Heights is a high basalt plateau in the northeastern corner of Israel.
It was formed millions of years ago by erupting volcanoes, whose extinct cones,
> such as Mt. Bental, still line its eastern rim. Beneath its otherwise mostly flat
L . rocky landscape are huge bodies of ground water (aquifers), which fill up from
= cold wet winters and melting snow from neighboring Mt. Hermon. This is the

= source of the region’s numerous perennial streams and beautiful waterfalls,
such as Yehudiya, Zavitan, and Devora, which flow into the Sea of Galilee and
Jordan River. In addition to being attractive hiking and swimming spots, these
waters provide Israel with 30% of its fresh drinking water.

- The Golan Heights, (or Ramat Hagolan), has been inhabited since prehistoric
times. In the Bible, it is referred to by several different names: Golan, Horon,

and Bashan. Sometimes people say the “dolmens” (the giant stone ‘tables’) scattered about the region
are the furniture of Og, King of Bashan, who the Bible claims was a giant. During the Second Temple
period, the Golan Heights had a large Jewish population and it was a center of olive oil production. In 66
CE when the Great Revolt against Rome began, the Roman army placed an emphasis on conquering
major Jewish centers in the Golan Heights in order to sever the link between the Jews of Eretz Yisrael
and their brethren in the Diaspora. A particularly fierce battle was fought at Gamla, which became
known as the “Masada of the North”.

Jewish life in the Golan Heights didn’t end with the destruction of Gamla. In the Mishnaic and Talmudic
periods, the Golan’s Jewish communities flourished, as attested to by the numerous ancient synagogues
discovered throughout the region. The “Talmudic Village” and basalt stone synagogue in Katzrin are
particularly fine examples of the rich Jewish material culture at this time.

Over the past 30 years, the Golan has been a source of contention between Israel and Syria. Prior to
1967, the Golan was in Syrian territory. The Syrian army took advantage of its dominant elevation over
farms and villages “below” in Israel to shell and snipe at them on a regular basis. Numerous casualties
were inflicted on the Israeli civilian population. Many children in the kibbutzim below the Heights spent
virtually every night of their childhood in bomb shelters. On one occasion, the Syrians even tried to
divert the headwaters of the Jordan River at the Banias in order to deprive Israel of its main source of
fresh drinking water.

This changed in June 1967. In a series of lightning strikes over 2 days, Israel captured the Golan Heights
during the Six Day War. This began a new period in the history of the region. In the wake of the solders
came civilians who began exploring the region as hikers, scientists, and archaeologists. Soon kibbutzim,
moshavim, and other settlements began to appear, as a new generation of Israeli pioneers began to
follow in the footsteps of their ancient and modern forefathers.

The peace of the region was shattered once again on Yom Kippur 1973. A column of Syrian tanks tried to
break through the Israeli lines at Kuneitra and several other points. In the course of 3 days of intense
fighting in Emek Habacha (the Valley of Tears) a small number of Israeli tank soldiers defeated a far
superior Syrian force in numbers and sophistication of equipment. By the time a cease-fire was
declared, the Israeli army was “banging on the door to Damascus”. Today there are 30 Jewish
settlements in the Golan and over 18,000 residents.
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Elite's world of chocolate and confectionery is a magical
one, filled with happy moments and sweet delights.
Elite's candies have been known to every child in Israel
since the nineteen-thirties, when Elite's first chocolate
factory was built in Ramat Ga‘n. Over th‘e years the brand Milk Chocolate
evolved and became the leading name in the country
when it comes to confectionery and sweet snack bars.
Today, Elite manufactures a broad product basket that
provides a response to the leading consumption trends,
Health & Wellness, Fun & Indulgence, and coffee.

1933 - A place at the end of Ramat Gan Eliyahu Fromchenko, a Russian-born Jew who lived in Latvia,
establishes a chocolate and confectionery manufacturing plant called Elite in the "city of gardens",
Ramat Gan.

1938 -Chocolate from the Holy Land Elite began to manufacture chocolate for the British army and the
allied forces stationed in the region. Following the local success of "Shamnunit", Elite began exporting
chocolate to Jewish communities abroad.

1956 - Elite is in Nazareth, too Elite bought the C.D. confectionery factory in Nazareth. The acquisition of
C.D. was a milestone in Elite's development, as it increased the company's output and production
capacity in the growing market of the young Israeli state.

1962 - The biggest company in the confectionery market Abba Fromchenko, Eliyahu's son, and Mark
Mosevics, son of the co-founding Mosevics family, begin working together. Their collaboration was to
lead Elite to become the biggest company in the Israeli coffee and confectionery market.

1970 - How sweet it is... Elite merges with Lieber in exchange for 4% of Elite's shares. Thus, Elite became
the leading company and the biggest (and virtually exclusive) manufacturer in the Israeli confectionery
market.

1970 - Maccabi Tel Aviv Basketball Recognizing that a big company is obligated to help the community in
the spheres of education and culture, Elite management decided to sponsor the Maccabi Tel Aviv
basketball team.

1973 - On the battlefront, at the forefront of the economy During the Yom Kippur War Elite continued to
manufacture and supply its products to the security forces and the civilian market. That same year Elite
went public, raising $3.2 million in a share and capital note issue.

1976 - Megadim for the ultra-Orthodox sector Elite launched the Megadim series — chocolate and
confectionery for the ultra-Orthodox Jewish sector, manufactured under strict kosher guidelines which
included supervision from milking through to packaging

2000 - Elite bakes up a storm Elite enters the cookie segment of the bakery market and launches a
product line under the "Hagiga" (Celebration) brand.
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2004 - Strauss-Elite, the merger! Under the management of Ofra Strauss and Erez Vigodman the biggest
merger in the Israeli food market was consummated, creating the second largest food company in the
country with a strong, growing home base in Israel, supporting impressive international growth.

Telling the Story of Aramaic-speaking Farmers in the Jordan Valley by Eli Ashkenazi (Haaretz)

A center for Kurdish culture will illustrate a missing chapter in the history of agricultural settlement in
Israel

Travelers heading north through the Beit She'an
Valley know many of the places linked to the area's
fascinating past: Nir David and Gesher, built as
tower and stockade settlements in the late 1930s;
Beit Alpha, with its ancient synagogue mosaic. But
who ever heard of Yardena?

Residents of the moshav, a few kilometers north of =
the town of Beit She'an, hope to change that, with

the establishment of a Center for Kurdistan

Cultural Heritage. "It's important to us that along

with the story of heroism told at the tower and stockade settlement of Nir David, the story of the
Kurdistan Jews who held on to the land in difficult conditions also be heard," says Gadi Yehuda, whose
parents were among the founders of Yardena 60 years ago. "It's a story of Zionist settlement that has to
be included in the whole," says Yehuda, who was born on the moshav.

Gadi and Mali Yehuda in traditional dress on Moshav Yardena in the Jordan Valley.Yaron Kaminsky

Yardena was established in late 1952 by immigrants from Kurdistan. They worked in construction in
Jerusalem but dreamed of working in agriculture. The Zionist organizations helped them realize their
dream in the Jordan Valley, a scorching hot place surrounded by barren soil, near the border with Jordan.
During the War of Attrition the moshav was on the front line. Still, according to Yehuda, "for our parents,
this was the fulfillment of the yearning to be farmers in the Holy Land." "The place was considered the
boondocks," continues Yehuda, "and in today's understanding, it was illogical to settle there, and not, for
example, on the mountain ridge. But at that time, a settlement next to the border was seen as a forward
post and our parents were proud to fulfill this ideal."

Over the years, immigrants from several villages in Kurdistan settled there. Yehuda says, "three, or four
generations ago, Yardena residents all came from one family." It is a homogeneous community that
according to Yehuda and his wife, Mali, "is half-Kurdish."They always took pride in their origins," she
adds. "They were never embarrassed about their culture, customs, language or cuisine and made sure to
preserve them." Yehuda attributes this to the fact "that Kurds are stubborn and sort of warriors."

That is part of the story that the Yehudas, along with other moshav members, want to tell in the Center
for Kurdistan Cultural Heritage and for the History of Kurdish Agriculture Settlement in Israel. The center
is being established with the support of the Ministry of Agriculture, the Emek Hamaayanot Regional
Council and other organizations.
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Yehuda acknowledges that over the years the moshav acquired "the image of an underprivileged
community compared to the surrounding kibbutzim. There were those who saw us as dumb Kurds, some
of whose parents were illiterate, while the parents of the kibbutz children went on missions in service of
the state." When in the mid 1970s he began studying in the first class of children from Yardena to study
with kibbutz children, he experienced many scuffles before developing warm friendships with those
same kibbutzniks.

With the decrease in population - "our parents would have 10 children, while we have only three," notes
Yehuda - the school has closed its doors. After some renovation, the same building now houses an
exhibit of items depicting the history of the community, a photo collection and a place to hear stories of
the early days. Volunteers from the moshav teach visitors a traditional dance, speak in the disappearing
Aramaic language and bake Kurdish bread with them. The moshav members are also planning to open a
Kurdish restaurant and an art gallery and perhaps bed-and-breakfast accommodation as well.
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Monday, June 27 - From Beit Shean to Tel Aviv

\\ /
-@ Photographers of the Day -Rachel P., Jonah Ro.,
Ellie S.

7:30-8:15- Reflection
9:30- 10:30- A tour of Strauss Dairy factory

@ Leah M.

10:30-1:45- A tour of the Lebanese Border plus lunch with
Sarit Zehavi

@ Jonah Ru., Noa I.

3:30-8:00- A visit to Jisr Az-Zarga including dinner on the
beach

@ Jessica L., Ellie S., Caleb S.

aza

)
8:00-9:00- Travel to Tel Aviv and Reflection
9:30-12:00 Concert
@ Arielle S.
1:00- Good night
Overnight: Mishkanut Ruth Daniel, Tel Aviv
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About us - One of Israel’s largest dairy enterprises, Strauss Dairy embodies the tailor-made flavor of a
family farm combined with the forward-looking approach of a major corporation. Israel’s original “Mom
& Pop” dairy, the company’s roots were planted in 1936 by Richard & Hilda Strauss who fled Nazi
Germany and set up a small family farm in Israel’s northern city of Naharia. The dairy’s history is a mirror
image of the State of Israel’s development, with its owners playing a significant role in the establishment
of the country. By the 1960’s Strauss Dairy had evolved into Israel’s largest private dairy. Since then,
Strauss has formed partnerships with important European dairy producers, such as Unilever and
Danone, in order to upgrade its expertise in R & D, production and quality. In 1997 it became the
majority shareowner of Elite — a manufacturer of coffee and confectionery — turning the one-time small
dairy into the Strauss-Elite Group. Today, Strauss Dairy is inaugurating a new, state-of-the-art facility in
northern Israel, which is one of the most advanced operations of its type in the world. Still a family run
business with an outstanding growth rate, Strauss Dairies alone has a staff of over 400 employees
located in branch offices throughout Israel, all of whom are dedicated to providing customers with
quality dairy goods manufactured under strict quality assurance procedures.

Products- Strauss has done the impossible for consumers: it has applied state-of-the-art technology to
rich, luscious dairy delights and turned them into low-fat products with a similarly delicious taste:

e “Milky” Cream Topped Puddings: rich in look and taste with a low fat content.
e “Dany” Puddings: For mothers it’s an important dairy portion. For kids, it’s a dreamy dessert.

® “Gamadim”: Mini portions of sweet soft white cheese combined with fruit puree. This special
cheese line has been developed for babies, toddlers and children.

® “Ski”: Calcium enriched, soft spreadable white cheese available in 1/2%, 5% & 9% fat content.

e “Symphony”: Cream cheese lovers don’t have to control themselves any longer. Perfect for bagels,
lox and any other desirable combination, this cream cheese line orchestrates low fat content (3%
& 5%) with unforgettable flavors: plain or with interesting vegetable combinations.

The Galilee Mountains, fertile valleys, water sources, olive trees, and green
landscapes make up the scenery of the Galil, the northern part of Israel. Itis
traditionally divided into two geographical units: the Upper Galil and the Lower Galil
with the Bet Hakerem valley running between them. In the Lower Galil, the
mountain peaks reach a maximum height of 600 meters (1968 ft). The Upper Galil
has peaks reaching double that height with the tallest mountain, Mount Meron,
measuring 1200m (3937 ft). The region borders the Mediterranean Sea to the west
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and the Jordan Valley to the east. The northern part of the Galil borders Lebanon and the southern part
runs along the Jezereel Valley. The Galil has always been a prominent stage for Jewish history, at times
even more than Jerusalem. When Jews were exiled from Jerusalem and its environs at various times in
the past, Jewish settlements flourished in the Galil. Jews settled in the Galil ever since the conquest of
the Land of Israel by the twelve tribes in the days of Joshua and the Judges. Important Biblical battles
were fought in the Galil, such as the battle of Deborah and Barak against Siserah, the battle of Gideon
against the Midianites, and the fateful battle of King Saul against the Philistines in which he was killed.
After the destruction of the Second Temple, the Jewish governing body, the Sanhedrin, moved its center
to the Galil. During the Arab and Crusader periods, the pulse of the Jewish world moved to Babylon and
Jewish settlements dwindled. Small communities of Jews existed in and around Tzefat and Tiberias.
Only in the 16th century, after the Spanish inquisition, did Jews come back to Eretz Yisrael. Many settled
in Tzefat, making the city and the Galil as a whole a Jewish center once again. It is no wonder that the
settlers of the First Aliyah in 1882 chose to live in the Galil, establishing Rosh Pina (the corner stone). It
was also in the Galil that the first Kibbutz, Degania, was established in 1910 as well as the first Moshav,
Nahalal, founded by pioneers of the Second Aliyah. Even today the Galil remains the home of the
pioneering spirit and new settlements are continually forming.

In the Galil you will meet diverse people such as Hassidim and Kabbalists in Tzefat, secular farmers on
different kibbutzim, new immigrants from Ethiopia and the former Soviet Union in the development
towns of Kiryat Shemona and Carmiel, as well as Sabras whose families originate from the four corners
of the world. Christianity was born in the Galil and the many Christian holy sites attract thousands of
pilgrims every year. Christian and Muslim Arab villages dot the Galil. Other minorities also live in the
Galil-the Druze and Bahai, (breakaway religions from Islam), settled in the mountains in order to escape
the scrutinizing eyes of Muslim rulers.

In Israel, secluded Arab village wants to be a tourist must-see by Abby Sewell (LA Times)

The freeway that hugs Israel's Mediterranean coast
doesn't have an entrance or exit for Jisr az-Zarqa. To reach
the Arab village, people use a one-lane tunnel that passes
under the highway.

Growing up, fifth-generation Jisr resident Ahmad Jarban
felt marooned. Jisr had no high school of its own back in
the 1980s, and he had to take two buses to get to school
in another village 15 miles away.

When the students from Jisr got off the bus, he said, the local Arab children would shout "Ghawarna!"
The Arabic word means "valley dwellers," but people from other villages who looked down on the
people of Jisr used it as an insult.

"Imagine traveling by bus two hours to get to school and the first thing that happens is other kids sitting
on the wall chanting at you, 'Ghawarna, ghawarna!'" said the 46-year-old Jarban — or Ahmad Juha, as
everyone in the village calls him, after a popular character in Arab folk stories.
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Nearly all of the villagers come from one of two clans; they are either a Jarban or an Ammash. Most live
in gray cinder-block homes packed into narrow streets. There is no room to build out, so families build
up, adding second and third floors as their children grow up, marry and start families of their own.

The last remaining all-Arab village on the coast of Israel and one of the poorest communities in the
country, Jisr has been isolated from its Jewish and Arab neighbors for decades.

Now, Juha and some of the other 14,000 Arab Israeli residents want to use the village's seclusion as a
selling point.

They hope to attract tourists looking for an untouched beach on the country's northern coast or curious
about life in an undisturbed Arab Israeli enclave — and, in the process, bring an end to the isolation of
Jisr az-Zarqa.

But those against-the-odds efforts are jeopardized by turmoil playing out beyond the village's
boundaries.

Jisr is bounded to the east
by the freeway; to the west
by the Mediterranean,
where children play soccer
on the beach and a handful
of fishermen continue to
eke out a living; to the
north by a nature preserve
that includes old Roman
ruins; and to the south by
Caesarea, a Jewish resort
town whose homeowners
include Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu.
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A decade ago, the Caesarea Development Corp. built an earthen barrier on the beach between the
communities, blocking the view of Jisr from beach houses on the northern end of Caesarea and the
sound of the call to prayer at the local mosque.

"We woke up one day and came to work at City Hall, and suddenly there were tractors working," said
Yaacob Jarban, Jisr's civil engineer.

Caesarea maintained that it was an acoustic wall, Jarban said, but he, like many of the villagers, believes
the homeowners of Caesarea were worried about the view of an Arab village dragging down their
property values. A spokeswoman for the development corporation did not respond to a request for
comment.
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In a country where Arabs make up about 20% of the population, the village is separated from other Arab
communities nearly as much as from its Jewish neighbors.

In 1948, amid fighting between Arabs and Jews surrounding the creation of Israel, there was no fighting
in Jisr.

Arabs living in nearby villages fled, but "we didn't even think about it, never even thought about leaving
our lands," said Gamil Jarban, 72, a retired fisherman, who said his father built the first house in Jisr. He
said the people of Jisr were left alone because they were peaceful.

"Even when the Jews came here, they didn't want these people to leave the village," he said.

Because of this, residents said, other Arabs saw the people of Jisr as collaborators. Until a decade or so
ago, people from other Arab towns refused to marry people from lJisr, local historian Mohammed
Ammash said.

Ammash insists that the earlier residents of the area weren't collaborators, but were duped into giving
up their land. In the 1920s, Jewish settlers hired residents to drain adjacent swampland. The residents
agreed to give up that eastern portion of their traditional lands and settle where the village is today,
Ammash said.

He refers to the arrangement as "our Nakba," or catastrophe, referring to the word used by Arabs for
their 1948 exodus.

Juha has always believed that his village has potential. He opened his first business, an electrical repair
shop, after high school. Later, he ran a pool hall, a cafe for men and a grocery store, where he met his
wife, Haifa.

Now Juha operates Jisr's first backpackers' hostel, a project that many residents hope will jump-start
tourism and transform the village. Juha calls the hostel a "social business." Volunteers are sometimes
allowed to stay for free in exchange for working on community projects or teaching English to the village
children.

Juha opened the hostel in collaboration with Neta Hanien, a Jewish Israeli woman who had visited Jisr
and also saw potential. The pair shrug off the unusual cross-cultural nature of their partnership, but Juha
said he was surprised and touched by the support they received when they launched a crowd-funding
campaign.

"We feel that today, more than ever, our vision is important,” Hanien said. That vision, she said, is "using
tourism as a means to create interaction between the residents of the village and others — Jewish
Israelis or other tourists."

Natan Uriely, chairman of the tourism department at Ben-Gurion University of the Negev in Beersheva,
said Jisris in an ideal location, but he's skeptical of the village's ability to build a thriving tourism
industry.
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Many Jewish Israelis still remember that a Jewish motorist was killed by a rock thrown from a bridge in
Jisr during the second intifada, a period of Israeli-Palestinian violence in 2000, Uriely said.

"Although there is potential, the place is marked by Jewish Israelis as a place that might be unsafe," he
said.

At the same time, there was no unrest in Jisr during the war in the Gaza Strip last summer or in the
months that followed, unlike in Jerusalem and elsewhere.

"There's a very small impact, if at all," said Jarban, the engineer. "It's not something you feel. People
here are busy with their own problems."

Still, tourism in the village — both by Israelis and foreigners — dropped off dramatically after the Gaza
warfare. Hanien said business was brisk for the first six months at the hostel, which opened in January
2014, but then slowed.

A week before Christmas, although the hostel was nearly empty, Ammash led a group of Jewish tourists
through the village. Others passed through while hiking the nearby Israel Trail, or stopped to visit the
cluster of huts on the beach where Jisr's fishermen dock their boats.

Jisr now has its own high school for youngsters such as 16-year-old Maisan Jarban, who said he learned
his nearly fluent English by playing video games.

He said he plans to go to college in Jordan. At this point, fewer than 10% of locally educated students
attend universities, high school principal Murad Ammash said.

The teenager hopes to earn a nursing degree and return to Jisr to get married and start a family in the
top two floors of his parents' home.

"It is my village; this is where | grew up," he said. "So | can't just leave here."
In the future, Juha said, he hopes there will be more reasons for ambitious young adults to remain here.

"In a matter of 10 years, the change is going to be here," he said. "Because the new generation is already
getting the seeds of the change and the sense that they can make the change themselves."
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Tuesday, June 28 - Tel Avivand more

O / 2
-@ Photographers of the Day — Sarah B., Hannah C.

7:00- Breakfast
7:30-9:30- Bike Ride along the beach and reviews of Coffee Houses

@ Roz M., Hannah K., Adam M., Arielle S., Dalia S.

10:00-11:00- Tel Aviv Museum, tour of David Tartakover exhibit

@ Rachel P.

12:00-1:30 - Carmel market stands photography workshop with Hadar Glick
@ Allison C., Zachary N., Gabrielle S.
1:00-2:30- Lunch
2:30-4:00- Travel to Chatzerim, Negev
4:00-7:30- A visit to the Israeli Air Force’s Aviation Academy Graduation Ceremony

@ Shira 0., Jessica L.

7:30-9:30- Travel back to Tel Aviv
10:00- Reflection
11:00- Good night

Overnight: Mishkanut Ruth Daniel, Tel Aviv
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History Considering its size and importance today, it comes as a surprise
iiuﬁ“vﬁivi that Tel Aviv was nothing but a sand dune 100 years ago. Tel Aviv actually
: began as a suburb of Jaffa, the adjoining city with which it melded in
1950. Jaffa (meaning “beautiful”) is an ancient venerable town that is
mentioned in both the Old and New Testaments. According to Jewish tradition, Noah'’s son Japheth,
from whom the town took its name, established Jaffa after the Flood. Jonabh, it is said, was swallowed by

a whale after he left the port of Jaffa, and Peter performed the Miracle of Tabitha here. In Greek
mythology, Andromeda was chained to a rock in Jaffa port.

First inhabited 4,000 years ago, Jaffa was once a Philistine town. King Solomon later used the port to
bring cedars from Lebanon which were used for the great Temple in Jerusalem. Though King Herod built
Caesarea to replace Jaffa as his main port, Jaffa became important again under Moslem and Crusader
rule. Jaffa became so crowded, noisy and dirty that a group of Jews decided to create a garden suburb
that became Tel Aviv. They bought uninhabited sand dunes north of Jaffa, formed an association called
“Achuzat Bayit” and divided property into parcels of land by drawing lots.

The romantic name Tel Aviv (“Hill of Spring”) was chosen for the new community in 1910 partly because
of its associations with rebirth and revitalization, and partly because it recalled the vision of Ezekiel. In
the biblical Tel Aviv of Babylon, the exiled prophet saw the vision of animated dry bones, which drew
him back to Israel. Another association is that Theodor Herzl’s visionary book Alteneuland (Tel Aviv).

It is amusing today to think that Tel Aviv’s founders once banned commercial enterprise in the city. That
ban, of course, did not last long; after the First World War (during which the settlers of Tel Aviv were
dispersed), the town took enormous commercial strides. In 1921 it became a separated township and
the first modern Jewish city in the world. By 1924 Tel Aviv had a respectable population of 35,000 grew
to over 200,000 by 1948.

Tel Aviv’s most significant moment in modern history came when David Ben-Gurion proclaimed the State
of Israel on May 14, 1948, in the home of Mayor Meir Dizengoff. Since the assassination of Prime
Minister Yitzchak Rabin in 1995 at Kikar Malchei Yisrael, this central Tel Aviv Square, which has been
renamed Rabin Square, has become a pilgrimage site.

The Right and Wrong Way to Order Iced Coffee in Israel by Becca Berland
While | may consider myself a snob of many other things (including apples and smoothies), | don’t even
pretend to know what I’'m talking about when it comes to coffee. Give me a white chocolate mocha or a
frappuccino and I'm ready to go. The regular stuff is far too bitter
for me, though | sense it’s an acquired taste that I'll gain in the
future.
College students are pretty much wired to have coffee addictions.
Late nights, early mornings and endless study sessions leave our
bodies begging for a dose of caffeine to the bloodstream. But
growing up, neither of my parents drank coffee (or even tea), so |
was never really introduced to that lifestyle.

| spent this past summer interning for a culinary food tour
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company in Tel Aviv, where the weather is always sunny and hot—the perfect city for dining al fresco.
You can walk down any street and find numerous cafes dotting the sidewalk, some chains like Aroma
(bae) or Arcaffe, and others that are family-owned and run.

I’'m telling you, it’s a wonder that anyone ever gets any work done in this city, because the cafes are
always full and people linger at tables in the shade for hours.

Just because it’s hot outside doesn’t mean people don’t drink hot beverages. | still can’t quite wrap my
head around it, but you’ll see many cafe-goers with cappuccinos and pastries or beautiful latte art in the
foam of their 140° drinks in the 90° weather.

Then we run in to the peculiar phenomenon that is Israeli iced coffee. It's something that every
American runs into when they come to Israel. You find a nice café, you order an iced coffee and you
make small talk at the table. You’re expecting a coffee over ice, but what you get when the waiter comes
back is essentially a coffee slushy.

Iced Coffee - In Israel, an iced coffee is literally an iced coffee. They’re available at
almost every café or kiosk and they’re super refreshing in the Tel Aviv heat. Think
of it as the Israel version of a frappuccino—they even come in fun flavors like
hazelnut, cookies and cream and Kinder.

What’s great about iced coffee in Israel is that it’s not too sweet. You know that
weird coating on your teeth after you drink a frap? Yeah, that doesn’t happen in
Israel. Plus, the drink is already made and in one of those slushy machines, so
you don’t have to wait for someone to blend your drink—all they have to do is
pour it.

A cold coffee, on the other hand, is what you thought you were
ordering when you asked for an iced coffee. It’s coffee over ice.
Coffee on the rocks. Coffee that is cold. Cold coffee. This kind of
brew is often accompanied by a small cup of sugar water to use as a
sweetener. | always thought the sugar water thing was weird, but |
was told that it’s not unusual in the US. | need to work on my coffee
knowledge.

When you think about it, it actually makes sense. Iced coffee is
coffee blended with ice. Cold coffee is coffee that’s cold. They’re
both a great way to cool off when it’s hot, but it’s a good idea to
know what you’re ordering so you’re not surprised when you end up with coffee slush when all you
wanted was a cold-brewed cuppa joe.

David Tartakover, the Exhibition

David Tartakover (b. 1944, Israel Prize for Design, 2002) has been collecting images
and texts from all junctions of Israeli culture and current affairs for decades,
harnessing them to constructing gaping reality images that are swept away into the
1967 watershed. The exhibition presents posters made in response to cultural
processes and current affairs alongside drawings and work diaries revealing
thoughts, frames of reference, formulation of images and ideas at work.
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Hadar Glick is an industrial designer who graduated from Holon Institute of
Technology. She is an M.A student in the cultural studies program at Hebrew
University of Jerusalem. In the past she was the Israeli Shlicha in Cleveland. Last
February, Hadar visited Cleveland as part of the @akiva’s scholars.in residance
program.

Israeli Air Force’s Aviation Academy Graduation Ceremony - The
graduation ceremony, in which the new pilots and navigators receive
their wings pins, is conducted in the presence of the cadets' families,
senior government officials (frequently including the prime minister), as
well as top air force and army leaders. At both ceremonies, an impressive
air show is presented by Air Force helicopters and planes.
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Wednesday, June 29 - Tel Aviv to Jerusalem and back home
-‘ Photographers of the Day - Sammi R., Dalia S.

7:00- Breakfast
7:30-9:00- Travel to Jerusalem
9:00-12:00- Visit to Yad VaShem

@ David G..

12:00-1:30- Lunch and Siyum with Gordis's article (p.78)

1:30-2:00 First summary (in front of Herzl grave)

2:00-4:00- "The End is the Beginning: Making Sense of our Israel Journey"

workshop with Ze’ev Ben Shachar, Jerusalem University:
This session will provide participants with an opportunity to summarize
their Israel experience. It will reinforce their understanding of the Arab-
Israeli conflict and give them practical tools to communicate Israel
effectively. We will integrate interactive exercises, video clips and
current events throughout the presentation. Participants will review
basic public speaking skills, internalize the difference between dialogue &/
and debate, and learn how to tailor their messages to a variety of
audiences.

a Jonah R.

4:30-6:00- A food tour of Machne Yehuda market

@ Shai P, Lilli R.

7:00-8:00- Final dinner
8:00- Travel to airport
9:00- Check in at the airport

Depart Israeli on Delta (DL) 469 at 12:10am
Arrive at JFK at 5:14am EST

@ Mission Reflection - Roz M., Sammi R.

Thursday, June 30 Arrival in Cleveland
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If This is Our Future by Daniel Gordis

http://danielgordis.org/2010/05/07/if-this-is-our-future/

Imagine this, if you can. A prestigious university in the United States, with deep roots in the American
Jewish community, invites Israel’s ambassador to deliver its annual commencement address. But instead
of expressing pride in the choice of speaker and in the country that he represents, the university’s
students, many of them Jewish, protest. They don’t want to hear from the ambassador. (See his
Facebook page.) He’s a “divisive” figure, the student newspaper argues, and the students deserved
better.

Tragically, of course, there’s nothing hypothetical about the scenario. Brandeis University recently
decided to award honorary degrees to Michael Oren, Dennis Ross and Paul Simon, among others, at its
May 23 commencement, and Ambassador Oren, an extraordinary orator among his many other
qualities, was invited to deliver the commencement address.

But the days in which Jewish students on an American campus would have been thrilled to have the
Israeli ambassador honored by their school are apparently long since gone. Brandeis’s student
newspaper, The Justice (how’s that for irony?), deplored the choice, writing that “Mr. Oren is a divisive
and inappropriate choice for keynote speaker at commencement, and we disapprove of the university’s
decision to grant someone of his polarity on this campus that honor.”

The ambassador is a polarizing figure? Why is that? Because, the editorial continues, “the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict is a hotly contested political issue, one that inspires students with serious positions
on the topic to fervently defend and promote their views.”

This is where we are today. For many young American Jews, the only association they have with Israel is
the conflict with the Palestinians. Israel is the country that oppresses Palestinians, and nothing more.

No longer is Israel the country that managed to forge a future for the Jewish people when it was left in
tatters after the Holocaust. Israel is not, in their minds, the country that gave refuge to hundreds of
thousands of Jews expelled from North Africa when they had nowhere else to go, granting them all
citizenship, in a policy dramatically different from the cynical decisions of Lebanon, Syria and Jordan to
turn their Palestinian refugees into pawns in what they (correctly) assumed would be a lengthy battle
with Israel.

Israel is not proof that one can create an impressively functioning democracy even when an enormous
portion of its citizens hail from countries in which they had no experience with democratic institutions.
Israel is not the country in which, despite all its imperfections, Beduin women train to become
physicians, and Arab citizens are routinely awarded PhDs from the country’s top universities. Israel is not
the country in which the classic and long-neglected language of the Jews has been revived, and which
produces world class literature and authors routinely nominated for Nobel Prizes.

Nor is Israel the place where Jewish cultural creativity is exploding with newfound energy, as the search
for new conceptions of what Jewishness might mean in the 21st century are explored with unparalleled
intensity, particularly among some of the country’s most thoughtful young people. No longer is Israel
understood to be the very country that created the sense of security and belonging that American Jews
—and these very students — now take completely for granted.
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No, Israel is none of those things. For many young American Jews, it is only the country of roadblocks
and genocide, of a relentless war waged against the Palestinians for no apparent reason. For everyone
knows that Palestinians are anxious to recognize Israel and to live side-by-side with a Jewish democracy.
That, of course, is why Hamas still openly declares its commitment to Israel’s annihilation, and that is
why Hizbullah has, according to US Defense Secretary Robert Gates, accumulated “more missiles than
most governments in the world.”

None of this is to suggest that Israel is blameless in the ongoing conflict with the Palestinians, or that the
present government has a plan for ending it. Those are entirely different matters. The point is that even
if these students hold Israel partially (or even largely) accountable for the intractable conflict with the
Palestinians, even if one believes that it should have conducted Operation Cast Lead differently, or even
if one disapproves of its policies in the West Bank, for example, it is a devastatingly sad day for world
Jewry when those issues are the only ones that one associates with Israel, when mere mention of the
Jewish state evokes not the least bit of pride from students graduating from a prestigious institution long
associated with the very best of American Jewish life.

WHAT WOULD have happened had Brandeis invited President Barack Obama to deliver the
commencement address? Obama is, after all, not exactly a non-divisive figure. He is president of a
country at war in Iraq and in Afghanistan, places in which (a small number of) American troops have
committed their share of atrocities, a country in which civil rights issues are still far from resolved, in
which the bounty of America is still far beyond the reach of millions of its citizens.

One suspects that the students would have been thrilled to hear Obama, despite the fact that many do
not agree with his policies. They would have been honored to host him despite the fact that some must
be disappointed that he has not lived up to his campaign promise to call the Turkish treatment of the
Armenians a “genocide,” despite the fact that he is intent on pursuing the war in Afghanistan, to which
many of the students must certainly be opposed. They would have been delighted by Obama’s presence
because even if they disagree with some of his views or some of America’s actions, they understand that
the US is more than Obama, and more than this war or that policy. And they are, quite rightly,
enormously proud of what America stands for and what it has accomplished.

But that kind of instinctive pride in the Jewish state is, sadly, a vestige of days gone by, even for many
American Jews.

Reading some of the reactions to Oren’s invitation, one is struck by an astounding simplicity, and frankly,
an utter lack of courage to stand firm against the tidal wave of unbridled hostility toward Israel.

Jeremy Sherer, president of the Brandeis J Street U Chapter, wrote to The Justice, “l am... bothered [by
the invitation to Oren] because | disagree with his politics.” That’s what education is now producing —
people who want to hear only those with whom they agree? “I’'m not exactly thrilled,” Sherer wrote,
“that a representative of the current right-wing Israeli government will be delivering the keynote address
at my commencement.”

Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu, of course, is now busy fending off members of his coalition who are
far to the right of him, like Moshe Feiglin and Avigdor Lieberman, and whether or not one takes him at
his word, he is the first head of the Likud to endorse a two-state solution, no small matter for those who
know the history of the Likud. But Sherer makes no mention of that complicating data, for it doesn’t fit
his overarching conception of the intrinsic evil of Israel’s “right- wing” government (of which the Labor
Party is also — inconveniently for Sherer —a member).
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The president of the Brandeis J Street U Chapter, who writes that he’s of “Israeli heritage” (whatever that
means), did not see fit to say a single positive word about Israel. Not one. One wonders what the “pro-
Israel” part of J-Street’s “pro-Israel, pro-Peace” tag line means to Sherer.

Ironically, though, some of the attempts to defend the invitation to Oren were no less distressing. A
student representative to the Board of Trustees writes in a disappointingly anemic piece to the The
Justice that Oren “is being invited for his academic achievements, not his political ones,” and then
launches into a recitation of Oren’s many academic accomplishments.

Here, too, however, not a single positive word about Israel, or of the honor that having not only a world-
class historian, but also its representative to the US, might be for the university. That sort of pride
appears nowhere in The Justice’s editorial, the J-Street representative’s piece or the op-ed defending the
invitation. For too many American Jewish undergraduates, it’s simply no longer part of their vocabulary.

Imagine that Sherer had written something like this: “I disagree passionately with Israel’s policies
regarding the Palestinians, and welcome President Obama’s new pressure on Israel to bring the conflict
to a close. But as a Jew who understands that despite my disagreement with Israel’s policies, the Jewish
state is key to the Jewish revival of which my entire generation is a beneficiary, | honor Ambassador Oren
for his service to a country of which | am deeply proud in many ways, and | look forward to welcoming
him to campus.”

Or if the pro-Oren op-ed had said, “There is a radical disconnect between our generation and today’s
Israeli government. Many members of my generation believe that Mr. Netanyahu and his government
either do not know how to speak to us, or are uninterested in doing so. Ambassador Oren’s appearance
on campus is a perfect opportunity for the Israeli government to address us and our concerns; | urge our
campus to listen carefully to what may well be a watershed address at this critical period in Israel’s
history and in the relationship between Israel and the future leadership of American Jewry.”

Imagine. But nothing of that sort got said.

Indeed, the seeming refusal of any of the student articles to say even one positive thing about the Jewish
state was all the more galling given other events that took place across the globe on the very same week
that the Oren controversy was unfolding. At the University of Manchester, pro-Palestinian protesters
tried to attack Israel’s deputy ambassador to the UK, some holding Palestinian flags up to the windows of
her car and others climbing on the hood and trying to smash the windshield. In Berlin, a Danish street art
duo known as “Surrend” blanketed several neighborhoods with maps of the Middle East in which the
State of Israel had been removed, with the term “Final Solution” at the top. The Scottish Labor
Federation reaffirmed its support for a boycott of Israel, and the student government at the University of
California, Berkeley fell just one single vote short in a bid to override a veto against a divestment bill; a
similar bill was also debated at UC San Diego.

None of the writers to The Justice felt that they had to distance themselves from those views, even as
they critiqued or supported the invitation to Ambassador Oren.

The student-thugs at UC Irvine, who disrupted Oren’s speech on campus in February, have won. They
have set the standard for how one treats any mention of Israel on any campus. Israel is nothing but a
legitimate whipping post even at institutions of higher learning, and sane discussion of its rights and
wrongs need not be defended, even in communities ostensibly committed to civil and intelligent
discourse.
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Tragically, even these students at Brandeis, one of the great institutions of American Jewish life, had
nothing terribly different to say to the world. Theirs are only more tepid versions of the delegitimization
now spreading across the international community like wildfire.

One shudders to imagine a future in which they might be our leaders.
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